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TO THE MOST 


HIGH AND:MIGHTIE 
5 PRINCE IAM ES, oe 
N NT, Kitig of 
England; Scotland, France 


And ireland, Defender 
: of 3 


> bs { Edo 
Hat ſajing of Queene | 
Heſter to the mo 


famous King Aha- 

A Ao 9 ſhueroſh , ( mo## 

DD TIN dread Sourraigne) 

2 doth, asit were, en- 

Verce me, tomake rag my humble peri- 
$:i0n to.your Hi e : If we were 
Iſold to bee bendlla aues, or hand- . 
Lmaides ( ſaith ſtee) I would haue 
NA tongue, although the ad- 
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Pſal. 2.8. 


Tre EpISs TIE 


uerſary could neuer recompence 
the King this loſſe: But let my life 

be giuen me at my requeſt, and my; 
peoples. 
There 4 migbtie T horne fron 
up of late, in diners places of th 
Realme , likei to that cruell Haan; | 
which doeth not onely goe about to im- 
pcueriſp your Qlaieſſies Subiecis, bu 
uite to roote them oat : I meane gal. 
ure of Fields and Commons ; where! 
the Lords of Manours , and Freehel- 
ders will haue all their landes which. 
haue heeretofore lien open, and in Com. 
mon, ( ſo that the poore . ente 
Common with them) now laidrogeth 
in ſeuerall. And hereby the poore zo 
not enidy their ancient Commons and 
hberties. And tbis cantred Thorne al 
fo dcuoureth Gods people, which is hi 
inherttance, as the pſalme teachethæ Vi, f 
Aske ofme,(ſarth God) & I will giue 
thee the people for thine inberif 


rance/ 


DEDICATORIE. 

tance, &c. and the vttermoſt parts 
of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. In- 
cloſers to maintaine their owne inbe- 
ritances, doe make no conſcience to 
 impaire this inheritance. Where God :.Cor. 1.1 
hath beene praiſed with many 
mouthes, there now ſhreehing Ow les, 
and other vncteane birds make their 
ne ſtes. 

It diſhonoreth alſo your Maieſty, and 
weakeneth your Highneſſe power, For, 
in the multitude of people is the Pro. 74-28 
honour of a King, faith Salomon, 
and for want of people commeth 
the deſtruction of the Prince. But 
this Incloſare where it commet h, dif- 
peoples Tomnes, 4s common experi- 
ence lamentably teacheth. And where- 
As your Maieſtie might haue has great 
chore of Souldiers, and able men for 
ſergice in warre (if neede required) 
now there is almoſt none to be had, but 
4 Sheepheard and hi dogge, Thi In- 
= A 4 cloſure 


Prov. 14.9. 


Eze. 14. 13. 


Tux EpisTLE 


cloſure alſo hurteth the commonrealth: 
For where no oxen are, there the 


cribbe is emptie, (faith Salomon) * 


but much increaſe commerh by 
the ſtrength of the oxe. But inclo- 
ſare decageth Tillage, and turneth 
good arable land to Paſture. Theſe 
Incloſers thinte tbut the gaine of their 
Paſtures, eaten with ſheepe, commeth 
more eaſily to them t han being tilled, 
and therefore they will neither plowe 
nor ſome themſelucs, nor let their land 
to ſuch as would till it: and ſo by 
this meanesthey bring a dearth upon 
this Land, which is one of Gods 
plagues. Tea, the Cities and Townes 
Corporate are maintained by the Coun- 
trey: For the plowe maintaines all 
trades, as Mercers, Grocers, Tanners, 
Shooemakers, Gloners, Smiths, Tay- 


lors, loyners,Carpemters,Cc. Bat ſince 


Incloſure began, all theſe Artificers 
prooge by experience, that they cannot 
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DEeDICATORIE. 


haue ſuch utterance and retarne for 
their wares as heretofore : becauſe that 
haubandmen were wont to maintaine 
many ſeruants, which did yeerely bay 
their wares of them; which multitude 
of ſeruants incloſure needes not. Oh 
Incloſure then, to be hated of all Gods 
children, which deuoureth their fathers 
inheritance ! and ro be detefted of all 
your Maieſttes fatthfull ſubiects, which 
diſhonoureth your Highnes, by dimini- 
ſhing the people of your land, and pro- 
cureth your Maiefties deſtruction 
(a ſaith Salomon) and to be abbor- 
Ted of all rrue harted Engliſh men, 
which bringeth a famine, one of Gods 
plagues vpon this our Common wealth. 
Nay, which goeth about to undoneriſh 
our Grand mothers and moſt famous 
Cities. ue 
1 knowe , Incloſers can urge 
plauſible reaſons for — 2 
rheir reaſons are humane , and not 
grounded 


Tre Ep1sSTLE : 
rounded on the word of God. Tbeſe 
dangerous and deſperate effetts ſo appa- 
rantly ſpreaamg both into the hart of 
Gods Church, and of the Common- 
wealth jnforceth me humbly to preſem 
rhis my Petition to your moſt ſacred; 


x 
2 


HMateſtie, with theſe reaſons again 


| know "Incleſare. Leaft by bolding my peace, | 

Mar and [offering the Lords inheritance to 

before Tn. be impaired, ] ſhould be condemned at 

cloſure that day as an vniu Steward: an 

— dy ne ſe ang your CHMauteſties wer to be di- : 
but now Piniſhed , and not giuing warning, 1 

there be -ſhow/d be repmed a faithleſſe ſubiect to 

— Highneſſe : and perceiging the | 

Commonwealth hereby to be dammiſied | 

and lulfe beggered, I ſhould be eſtee- 

med an vnnaturall childe, to this my 

1 am alſo incouraged with confij- 

dence of gay Gracious acceptance of | 


this my bumble ſuite, with tha (Ma- 
ſhall) your Iaieſtres godly and got | 
"1 


DEDICATORIE. 


den ſaying, to your Princely ſonne, 
that hee ſhoald bee the poore mans 
King. The cure of this canker,and the 
rooting out of this thorne, will make 
glad your poore ſubiects hearts. For 4s 
we reade, Salomons ſubiects were as 
many in number as the ſand of the —_—— 
Sea, cating drinking and making 
merrie; And at thu marke ſhoalde 
Chriftian Kings aime, that their ſub- 
iects ſhould doe the like. But incloſare 
diminiſheth the number of Gods peo- 


ple, killeth their hearts, and abrideeth 


both their mirth and maintenance: 

And your Maieſtie being a ſecond Sa- 

lomon in this our 1ſrael, I moſt hum- 
blie craue your gracious and tender 

care heereof, in your ſacred ſeſſion and 

high court of Parliament ; for that all 

your afflicted ſubiects, are ready to crie 

with the Prophet. It is high time for pn 
thee Lord to lay to thine hand, for 16. 
they haue deſtroied thy law, which 
fs 


TRE EPIsTLE 
ij ebriſiam charitie. The Lord Jeſus 


bleſſe your Flaieftie with a long and | 

proſperow raigne , to the glorieof hie 

name, encreaſe of his Church and be» © 
nefit of this Common-wealth, 

ſake, Amen. © ; 

Your Maieſties moſt | | 

humble ſubiect, ; 


FRANC1S T RIGGE. 
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To the Reader. 
od Chriſtian Rea- 
der, it any thing in this 

Ci Lreatiſe, ſeeme to thee 
ouer bitter or ſharpe, I 
humbly beſeech thee 
to conſider with thy 
ſelfe, that, that purgation which Galen 
the prince of Phyſitions commonly vſed, 
was called Hiera- picra, that is, holy-bit- 
ter; And ſuch alſo are Ieſus Chriſts me- 
dicines, which he applieth to our ſicke 
ſoules: and that this is a canker that I 
goe about to cure, & therfore as Chirur- 
gerie teacheth, lenitiues will doe no 
good, but rather increaſe the venome 
thereof. Nay I beſeech thee conſider; 
that I deale with the root of all euill, co- 
uetouſneſſe; and with that noiſome pe-: 
ſtilence that raigneth now in our age, as 
it did in the dates of Jeremie: and there- 
fore I had needof a ſharpe hatchet, to 
cut vp that root, and of ſome forable 
Mithridate 
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of whoſe effects and infection and cure, 
leremy writes thus: Iwill giu their wines | | 
to others, and their fields to heires ; for eu 
ry one of them, euen from the leaſt to the t 
ateſt, is giuen to couetouſneſſe; and from 
* — to the Prieſt, = — ; 1 
lech falſly. Here firſt are the effects of 
this noiſome plague of couetouſneſſe, 
TaLtheir wines were gi q 
their fields to heires: Here is alſo the in- 
fection or cauſe of theſe effects, becauſe ; | 
they are all giuen to couetouſnes & they © 
all deale falſely. It is reported that ve 


hauetaſted thoſe former fruits & effects, 
for there died of the late plague many 
moe men than women: 1 is it not like - 
ly that the ſame effects ſprong from the 
{ame roote? and if this be true, then let 
vs all beware of couetouſneſſe and falſ- 
hoode in our dealing. But the true cure 
of this plague which followes in the* ' 
Prophet, is taught vs by the contrary. For 
they haue cured the hurt 7 the daughters | 
of my peoplt (faith the 1 with 
Fweete wordt, ſaying peace peace when as 
there was no — Gods Miniſters muft 
cure 
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To the Reader. Ks. 
eure this plague not with oyle: but with : 


ſharpe wine, they muſt not here ſpeake 
faire, if they meane to doe any good, but 
thunder. And therefore thoſe nice eares 
that cannot abide their thunder, ſhall 
die of this plague, and periſhin their 
ſinnes, 

Laſtly, if rhrough humaine frailrie, 
any faults haue eſcaped(as who is it that 
erres not?) remember that leſſon which 
nature teacheth ; That of all liuing crea- 
tures man doth moſt often twinckle 
with his eyes, to teach him not to be a ri- 
gorous cenſurer of his brethren. Ponder 
wiſely, iudge charitable, pardon cur- 
teoully, and it thou be ſicke of this diſ- 

eaſe, repent ſpeedily. For God ſhakes 
his rodde ouer thy head euen 
now, and the day of the 
Lord draweth 
nigh. 


Thine in the Lord 


F. g * 


A BRIEFE OF THE 
CONTENTS OF 
THIS TREATISE. 


T IT decaieth Tillage. 

2 Þ It diſpeopleth T awnes. 

3 It i againſt the Common-wealth of the 
Jewes. 

4 1riagainſt the ſkate of Chriſts Church, 

5 I 2 N Chriſtian charitie. 

5 It is againſt the Church and Common. 
wealth, and auncient liberties and cu. 
ſomes of England. | 

7 Incloſmre with depopmlation is a [i 
' whereof God ſhall make efreiel inquiry} 


at the day of ladgemenr. 
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— | ; pe wt WE 
 TANHVMBLE 
PETITION OF THE 
Church and common wealth,with 
reaſons out of Gods word, againſt 
F the late incloſure and Depopulati- 
on of T ownes. 
rch, A . preoccupation of an 
| : obicQtion. ; | 
7 ZYereas this pꝛeſent 
N h;treatiſe tendeth to the 
1 1/4 [taping and decaying of 
* $\ mg \YAh: yncloſure; it is to be ob⸗ 
N aͤrued and noted (mot 
dꝛead Soueraigne) that 


| here firſf J ſpeake againſt late Incio⸗ 
NI iure, not condemning the Jncloſure of 
3 Efex, Hartfordſhire, Deuonſhire , and 

ſuch like Wopland Countries; where 
in the beginning. if the Mods had not 
been incloſed, they could not haue bene 
pꝛeſerued; and ſo as it may ſeeme, the 
Incloſares there i an" 
nce 
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f 
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deuiſed Zncloſars , which cduert tham⸗ 


The humblePetition 


ſince beene continued: foz there, euerie , 
Lo2dſhip is charitably diuided amogſt? ; 
the Tenants, and tillage alſo in moſtof: 

their Cloſes is maintained, (Townes 
nothing diſpeopled : although thole. C 
TUodland: and incloſed countries be. t 
not ſo populous as other countries are. 
But J tondemne our touetous : new 


pian and fraitfull ſoites, being god ar- 
rable ground, to paſture; caſting halfe a 
toꝛneſield to a ſhepes paſture. And ſo 
thereby diminiſh Gods people, and de! 
populate tawnes. 

Secondlp, J ioine depopulation of | 
tobons, ano this new kind of 3ncloſure 
together: becauſe the one of them doth + 
follow the other commonly,enen as ne⸗ 
teſſarilie as the ſhadow doth the body: |; 
fo; although in ſome places. where this - 5 0 
Ancloſure is put in pzadiſe (as our In- 
cloſers can cunningly affirme) that all 
the houſes remaine that haue been: pet 
there be not ſo many people in them as 

4 
C 
{ 


rt OY wat 


hath bene; becauſe that tillage, by | 
meanes of their Jncloſure is decaied, 


which required many moe leruants to 
accome | 


of two Siſters, 
* accompliſh it, then their paſtures will 
gu doe to loke to them. 

And thirdly, whereas Jncloſers di- 
fſtinguiſh, and ſay, that it is not Jnclo- 
6” Care, but the conetous minds of men, 
that pulleth downe townes. To this F 
anſwere, that Jncloſure is the meanes 
to pull them downe; and depopulati- 
ons follow Incloſure, as an accident in- 
* ſeparable (as the Logirians call it.) 
Foz marke it who liſt, where this In⸗ 
> cloſure hath ſet in fot, they ſhall ſe hou⸗ 
2 ſes fallen downe, and lie in the duſt: 
and ſhall J not here rather bel&ue 
amine epes than their faire ſpteches? 


Ire - 

th: Thefirſt reaſon againſt this Incloſure 
le? is, it decaies is. 

TY. 


is Te: Heathen euer made great ac- 

: count of Tillage. Cicero wiiteth 
ll thus ol Buſbandzie: Thar of all rhings Ciro li. 
et whereby any gaine is gotten, there is mon Me. 
WS ching more excellent than Tillage , nothing 


L | nuore cum modious, nothing more pleaſant, 4 
d. aud nothing more fit for a Gentleman. O 2 
fo that our Gentlemen were ol his mind. 
* 35 2 The 


- Plin.lib,18, 


cad, 3. 


IBidem. 


ſones) of Baking. They which were m- 


And it is not amiſſe to thinke , that the 


The humble Petition | 
Che noble men ol Rome take the 
names of coꝛne, ( Fabij) of Beanes, and 


(Cicerones ) of a kmal of Peaſe, and (Pi. , 


ried, had a * carried before 
them. — the Romanes alſo, him 
whom they called (Bonum Colonum) 
A good plowman, they ſeemed to praiſe | 
exceedingly. Nay , he that did not till his 
land well, the Cenſors puniſhed him. Much 
Cenſozs were to ba wiſhed amongſt 
vs, to make vs till our land. Jt was 
alſo by law enacted amongſt them, char 
hee that came to take an amercement , or 
penaltie, ſhould not take an oxe befere - | 
ſheepe. Map, that a manſtealing by night, 
corne that was ſowen, ſhould be put to 2 
with greater ſeueritie, then an homicide. . 
They cal Glory Adoriam of Ador, which 
Hgnifier corne. Plinie alſo waites thus ol g 
gruitlulneſſe of the earth: hat was 
the cauſe that the earth was ſo fruitful 
then? becauſe (ſaith he)that then the earth | 
was tilled with the hands of Enperort. 


FI I 


earth did reioice then, of her — „ and 
ſhare, being crowned, and of ay 
* a 


5 1 


> 


f of two Siſters. 
* being atriumphant Emperor. They were 
2 an As carefellof G their lands, as 
E waging their warres, And they did as 
* diligently order their fields, as their camps. 
fore The like cauſe may be aſſignedofthe 
un” barrenneſſe of the earth in aur daies. 
:©. Godplagues our contempt of tillage, <- 
- with penurie and ſcarcitie. Gentlemen 
- now a daies, thinke ſcozne of the 
{ Plough, * 
2 © Tillage was thefirſt wozke, that 
was impoſed vpon man, after that he 
r was baniched out ot Paradiſe. And God Gen. 3. 23. 
r ſent man out of the garden of Eden 
„ ( Langabath) to ſerue, to waite vpon, to 
till the earth. And ſhall the beſt of vs all 
4 then thinke ſcoꝛne ot tillage ? Alſo this 
4. was that gracious pꝛomiſe made vnto 
Noah alter the flod, That heereafter, Gen. 6. 22. 
ſeede time and harueſt, cold and heat, 
ſommer and winter, day and night ſhall 
not ceaſe, ſo long as the earth remai- 
neth. But if all men ſhould follow Jn- 
cloſers ſteps , why then in all townes 
we ſhould haue no tillage (oz very lif- 
. tle) but all ſhepe. Js not this to con⸗ 
tradid the ozdinance of God © But til⸗ 
52 1177 3 lage 


The humble Petition 
1 -* lage is troubleſome vnto them, and the f 
| other is a moꝛe gaineful and eaſie wap, 
as they doe imagine, aud therefoze they : 
paſſe not fo2 that. Let all ſuch great 
thepe-mailters , that are decaiers ol 
tillage take hede, which will haue no 
ſeede furrowes, noꝛ harueſts,no2 great⸗ 
ly paſſe not foz them: they tontradic 
herein Gods oꝛdinance, as this plate 
pꝛoues. And after we read of Noah( as 
of an obedient ſubiect to God herein; 
Gen. 9. 20. thus, And Noah began to be (1Þ Ha. 
adbmaß) that is, a man wholy giuing 
himſelfe, to labour in the earth, and he 
planted a vineyard. To plant a vine-⸗ 
vard, is cozreſpondent in ſome coun 
fries, to our ſowing of cozne, and an 
acre of Mines yc&ldes better increaſe, 
then an acre of our Co2ne, as J haue 
heard. Iſaak alſo as heire of Noah, dig 
follow his ſteps, and though a ſtraun⸗ 
ger in Egypt, vet we read ol him thus. 
And Ia did ſowe coxne in that coun- 
trie, and he found in that yeere an hun- 
dred meaſures, and God bleſſed him, 
Shall Iſaak ſowe, being a ſtranger in 
Egypt, and not wer at home: * — 


Gen. 26.13. 


, of two Siſters. 


he finde an hundꝛed meaſures fo2 one? „ „ 
, Foz fo Munter faith, that the Chalde 2*yferin 
er Paraphraſt doth expound this. And ſhall an. 
we lap, that we can finde no commodi⸗ 
tie by tillage? And it followes, God 
bleſſed him, a bleſſing of God followes 
if tillage. They ſhall not thꝛiue that de⸗ 
ick tap it, as experience teacheth. God ap- Iud. s. 11. 
ce peared to Gedeon as he was chreſhing, 
Ss 7 and appointed him Iudge over Iſrael: 

And doth not this commend thzeſhing? 
Elizeus alſo whom God did chuſe to bee 

a P2ophet in Eliah his rome, was a 

great maintainer of tillage : foz thus 
we reade. And Eliah departed thence, _ 
and found hliſhah the ſonne of . 1. King. 19. 
n who was plowing with twelue yoke of 
„ | oxenbefore him, and he was with the 
e 7 twelve. And was not Elizeus a great 
d ! huſbandman who had twelueyoke of 
- } oren,and no doubt many plowes going 
together in his field, and many plow⸗ 
men, among whom after her denived 
- | thoſetwooxen, which he killed? And 
doe not all theſe, ſo beloyed of God, and 
gining themſelues ſo greatly to tillage, 
>. * commend it vato vs: ſhall wepzefer 
E33 34 paſture, 


Camden 
Brit an. p. 3. 


The humble Petition 


paſture, and negled this?: 
Paſter Camden waites,that in Eng- 
land were the flately Palaces of Lady Ce- 
res, meaning great Barnes of co2ne. 
Now we may ſe in ſome places, ſome 
ſuch great Barnes ſtill, and Jncloſers 
makes them ſtande emptie. J know, 


whereas 1500. quarters of toꝛne hath 


beene peerely growing: ſince incloſure 


hath bene pzactiſed, there groweth not 


now 500. And againe he wzites, hat 
England for corne was the onely ſtorehouſe 


of all the weft Empire : And that out of 


England yeerely the Romanes tranſported 
400. 2 then 8 with 
corne to reliene their ſouldiers, that lay on 
the borders in Germany. In thoſe daies 
England was able to relieue other 
countries with cozne : but ſometime 
now the is glad to buie co2ne of other 
countries her ſelle.Ancloſers haue part- 
lie bꝛought this to paſſe, who had ra⸗ 
ther haue their woll-houſes filled with 
wall, then their Barnes with cone. 
— diſhonozable childzen to their mo- 
| | 


The Pzeacher alſo in his boke 
won b 


1 


of two Siſters. 


- } waites verie excellently. in the com- 
mendation of tillage. If in a countrie Eccleſ.5.7. 
(ſaith bee) thou ſeeſt the oppreſsion of 

the poore, and the defrawding of iudg- 

ment and iuſtice, be not afraide at the 
matter, for hee that is higher then the 
higheſt, regardeth, and there be higher 

| then they. And the aboundanceotthe 

earth is ouer all, the King allo conſiſts 

ofthe field that is tilled. Salomon giueth 
an Item to all that deale hardly with 

the pwze : how that the God of heauen 
beholdeth : Nay(Shomer as it is in the 
Pebꝛew, that is) marketh and keepeth 

in memorie all their dealings. And 

! thar the tillage of the earth ſurpaſſeth 
all, and that euen the King thereby is 
maintained: by the ſode that it mini- 
ſcreth, to ſtrengthen his people; and by 

| the multitude of valiant ſouldiers ii 
affo2deth foz his warres. Foz as Plinie 
waites, Moſt ſtrong aud valiant ſouldiers Plis. lib. 18. 
are made of — , and come fourth cap.s. 
of the countrie, and which thinke no harn 
And ſhall wee deale hardly with thoſe, 
that muſt fight and aduenture their 

uues foz vs? And ſhall wer not m_ 
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taine tillage, the honoꝛable mother of 
chiualrie? Lechem in Hebꝛew ſigniſies 
bread, and Lacham to fight : They ther⸗ 
foze which deſfroy bzcad , deſtroy chi⸗ 
nalry. Nay,how can any chꝛiſtian tru⸗ 
Math. 6. 11. ly ſay the Loꝛds pꝛaper, and pꝛap, Giue 
vs this day our daily bread, that decaieth 
tillage? Mill he pzay fo2 bꝛead, and not 
vſe the ozdinary meanes to haue bzead, 
which is tillage :? This is plainely to 
Mat. 4j. tempt God. Will he haue God feede vs 
miratulouſiy, with Manna, as he did 
Exod.16.15 Iſrael in the wildernes:? In Canaan God 
will haue plowing and ſowing vſey : 
Joſ.5.1z, Andrheretore after the children of Iſ- 
rael came into the lande of Canaan, 
Manna ceaſed. 
That hiſtozie alſo of the plague in 
2. Sam. ig. Ring Dauids daies, muſt teach vs ſome 
18. thing: and therein, that is eſpecially to 
be marked, to build an Altar, in the 
threſhing floore of Arauuah. It ſhould 
ſeeme that God loues thꝛeſhing floers, 
and there her will be pꝛaiſed. But In⸗ 
cloſure decaieth tillage, and therefoze 
God is not pzaiſed in our thzeſhing 


his 


— * a 
* 
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This may be a cauſe of the plague „. 
amongſt vs even now. Let vs eret Al- — 
tars in the threſhing flooers of Araunah, phinchas 
and the plague hall ceaſe : Jncloſers ſtoode vp 
doe thinke that there are fo manie andexecu- 
men in this lande, and that they map ted iudge- 


decaie townes by their Jncloſure, and — 


. that it is no great matter to decaie a yas ſtaied. 


towne But Eod ſeth their thoughts, 

and now he beginneth to diminiſh the 

people of this land: he may diminiſh 

them, as well as they; and he begin⸗ 

neth at the very head firſt. oa 
Couetoucneſſe which is the roote of Lu. 12. 20. 

all euill, which our Saviour deſcribes 

in the Goſpel, and S. Paul to Timothie; 1. Tim. 19. 

and pꝛide, which God hates and reſiſts, 

which Eſay alſo paints out vnto vs in 

his third chapter at large; & the taking Ia. A.. 

Gods name in vaine,foz filthy lutre. For —— : 

which God wil not hold vs guiltles, &c. . 

And becauſe deceite and guile goe not Pal. 55. 10. 

out of our ſtreetes; And fo2 that by our 2. Sam. 12. 

wicked lines Gods word is euill ſpoken Tn 

of: Theſe no doubt may ſieme to be 1x. 

the cauſes of the plague amongſt vs. 

God gine all men eies, to ſe their 


Plal.z.8. 


Pfal.r27. 
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The humble Petition 
tunes and to amend them that the 


mnlague map teaſe; and eſpecially Citi- 
zens and ſuch as inhabit in townes 


cozpozate, amongſt whom * 
commonly raigne. 


A ſecond reaſon againſt this Inclo- 
ſure is, that it diſpeopleth townes. 


Ve people are called Gods inheri- 

tance, Aske of me & will giue thee 
theheathen for thine inheritance & the 
ends of the earth for thy poſſeſsion. And 
again, Behold(ſaith Dauid)childre are 
the inherirance ofthe Lord, & a reward 
the fruite of the wombe. Ve putteth be- 
hold befoze this his doctrine as though 
it were a ſtrange thing and yet mof 
true. Mecondly he addeth that children 


area reward: Jncloſers manie times 
lacke this reward, they loue the earth ſo 0 
wel — ner Lie | 


men. Such 


Wnany ſonnes: Nay Dauid 
as the arrowes inthe hand of the 
ſo are the children of young 
arrowes in the hands ol Gyants, and 
many rich Farmers hauing (TP 
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ſkrong men to their ſonnes , wie migbt 
hane ſeene: But nam, where this late 
incloſure hath ſet in ſote, either there 
are no families left, oz elſe they are ſo 
pinched by great rents, and pined with 
want and penurie, that they are rather 
like pꝛiſoners, then arrows in the hand 
of a Gyant. 

Thos inclofure where it commeth 


| diſpeoples townes , and impares the 


Loads inheritance. Wherefoze all his 


ſtewards and miniſters onght to inneigh 1. Cor.. 2. 


againſt this ſinne, and all his lon 
ought to condemne it. Againe 
ſpeaking of the repzobate and wicked 


giueth them this r l . 
no vnderſtandi 


know, or vnderl #5 n it is i the 
Þebzew) all they that workewicked- 
nes, who cate vp my people, as if they 
poo eate bread * they haue not called 
n God. Pere firſt we map note, the 
obltinacie of theſe ſinners, — oP 
pulatozs; They will not know, cn d 
nain 


not be perſwaded, ee will m 
e intloſures, and depo⸗ 


priations, fre, what one can-againfk 


Pſal. 80. 8. 


The humble Petition 


them, pea and that out of Gods bake, 
they will waithe all things to main⸗ 
taine their couetouſnes. Secondly the 
grieuouſneſſe of this ſinne with God, 


and the ſmall account that men make | 


of it. They make no account, noz no 
mo2e conſcience to depopulate townes, 


and to conſume men, then to cate bread. | 


Whey thinke that they may do it law- 
fully. But God tels all ſuch herte by 


the Pꝛophet Dauid, that though they 


beare a ſhew of religion, vet they haue 
not called vpon God, that is, they are 
pony Atheiſts. Foz by a figure called 
ynecdoche , the part is put foz the 
whole, ano invocation of the name of 
God, is put foz all his religion. As 
Gen. 12. 8. 1. Cor. 1. 2. Acts 9.21. 
Nay, Dauid in another pſalm touch 
eth narrowly theſe Jncloſers and depo⸗ 
pulato2s of townes , ſpeaking thus to 


God. Thou haſt brought a vine out of 
Ægypt (ſaiih he) thou haſt caſt out the | 
heathen, and planted it. No doubt 


David heare ſpake typically ofthe vine 
Chꝛiſts Church, which God hath in 
our daies bzought out of the Popes 

TY ſpirituall 
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ſpirituall Egypt, as Saint Iohn fermes Ren. 11.28. 
nt: and that he hath caſt out thoſe ſpiri⸗ 
tuall heathen that trampled with their 
feete, the holy citie, 42. moneths. Foz 
what did they elle in poperie, but tram⸗ 
ple in Gods Church with their fete 2 
Their bodies were pꝛeſent in the 
Church, but not their vnderſtanding, 
and therefoze their hearts were awap. 
Feoz where vnderſtanding is not, there 
the heart cannot p2operly be ſaid io be. 


And therfoze their vnderllanding was 

' away, becaule Gods woꝛde was read 

ko them in a ſtrange tongue; and alſo 

they pꝛaied in a ſtrange tongue. Except i. Cor. ia. 
Iknow the power of the voice of him 1 · 

that ſpeaketh, I ſhall bee to him a Bar- 

barian, ſaith Saint Paul. And may not 


theſe be pꝛoperlꝝ called heathen, whom 


Saint Paul calleth Barbarians? and 
may nat theſe be ſaid, to trample in the 
holie citie, when their bodies onely 
were pꝛeſent and their hearts were a⸗ 
way? God hath brought a vine out of 
Egypt, and hath expelled the heathen 
ont of his holy citie, and planted this 


t vine in their place. He ſwept before — Gen. I. 2. 


Ma.. 22, 


| chiefe, here followes Bathan _ 
pfal. 80. 12. Chzifts enemie. But why (ſaith David) 


The humble Petition - }. 
faceofthis vine, with the winde of his | 
ſpirit, and the beeſome of his wo2de, 
Cn all the duſt and ſand of mans 
deuiſes, giuing to 5 ofdocrine, . 
It filled the land: This vine ſpred het 
branches thorow the whole — and 
that ſpeedily, Che Papiſta maruell: 
thep neuer dreamed, that this vine 
would haue ſpzed her bꝛanches ſo lar, 
and wide. Nay the hilles were couered | 
with the ſhadow of it. Manie noble 
men, verie religionſly and zealonſlie 
p:ofefſed this religion, and dzanke the 
comfoztable wine of this vine. 
But here now followes the miſ⸗ 


haſt thou pluct vp her hedge, thatevery | 
one that goeth by the way, hath a ſnatch | 
(as we ſay) at this vine? The wild Boare 
of the wood hath deſtroied it, and the 
wp. ae of the - Aru eaten 1 | 
the vineyard, which thy right 
pled; and the young _ | 
erte bal madeſt ſo ſtro br thine 
owneſelfe, It is burnt with fte and cut 
downe. What doth all this meane* 


of two Siſters. 

buf that this vine, by couetous and cru⸗ 
ell lanvlozds is lopped and diminiſhed, 
and burnt with the fire ol couetouſnes. 
Euen that vine, which God himſelfe 
planted ſo miraculouſly, and had made 
ſoſtrong in faith, to goe out of poperie, '-"<t-5-9- 
and not to fearethe Diuell. This be- 
loued vine, and this ſtrong vine, haue 
| our wilde Boares deuoured, and our 

flerie couetouſneſſe hath burnt vp; foz 
doe we thinke that Dauid ſpeakes of 
any materiall fire o2 vine © Will God 
take this at their handes 2 Doe they 
fhinke,that he makes nothigh account, 
of euery chꝛiſtian ſoule? and doe they 
not know, that he will be praiſed with Ad. 20.28. 
many mouthes :? And that Chzilt, when 51g. . 5 
þ heſawe the multicude went vp to hne 
hill ropreach © and that he knoweth, 
how manie hane beene in townes, in 
time of poperie © and ſhall we now in 
the light of the Goſpell, impare his 
ſhepe ? dare wer doe it ? ſurely he will 
reuenge it. And let all ſuch depopula⸗ 
toꝛs know, that they are but trauellers 
by the way. They ſhall not long conti⸗ 


nue here with their hedges. 
C Toab 
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Eſa. 44. 3 4. 


bis ſeede, in the boſome of their hearts, 
. that 


The humble petition 


Ioab a bloudie warrier and ſouldier 
could ſay, God forbid, that I ſhould de- 
uoure or = the inheritance of the 
Lord: and ſhall pꝛofeſſozs of the Gol: 
pell, be guiltie of this ſinne, and depo⸗ 
pulate fownes ? 
he pꝛomiſed to Abraham, that he would 
greatly multiply his ſcede, as the ſtarres 
of heauen, and as the ſand which is v 
on the ſea ſhore. And doe we thinke, 
that they ſhall be bleed , which goe 
about to dep2iue him of this bleſſing 2 
And Ejay likewiſe thus p2opheſieth of 
Chziſts Church, I will power my ſpirit 
vpon thy ſeede, and my bleſſing vpon 
thy buddes, and they ſhall grow as a- 
mongſt the graſſe, and as the willowes 
by the riuers ot waters. By how many 


types here, doth the P2ophet expꝛeſſe 
vnto vs Chꝛiſts Church © of ſeede, ok 


buddes grewing amongſt graſſe, and 
of willowes? and doe not all theſe, ins 
ſinuate vnto vs a multitude 2 They are 


not Chꝛiſts friends but his enemies, 


thaf doe not nouriſh and cheriſh this 


It was one of Gods bleſſings which | 


EEC ²˙ AA tract 


r 


— 
— 


ah aw 


3 


os FY ann *% Tv W 


WW nn OUS Oo I 


OO OIL POR Ha FE LB — Nets 


oftwo Siſters. 


that doe not comfozt theſe his buddes, 
with the curteſie of their ſpeeches, and 
which doe not water, theie his wil- 
lowes, with the continnall ſtreame of 
their liberalities. This 'waSIthe canſe 
why Salomon defired wiſdome of God. 


Thou haſt made me King over' a great, Chr. 1. 7. 


people, like to the duſt of the earth. 
Giue me now viſedome, and know- 
ledge, &c. Salomon was but a type of 
Jeſus Chzift : If that his ſubieces 
were like to the duſt of the earth; what 
hall Jeſus Chꝛiſts ſabiecs be likened 
vnto * 


 reade in a boke of the Surney of Mundus 
France, made by Bodinus, in the daies of imper. Rex. 
King Henry the ſecond, beſides Burgundie gall, 


there were numbred in France 27. thouſand 
villages with ſteeples. And in another ſuruey 
of France, made in the raigne of Charles 
the ninth. it was found that the number of 
the inhabitants there, were aboue 15. mil- 
lnt of men. Did the French thus glo2y 
in their multitudes of people; and ſhall 
not we much moze in England, ſæke 


to maintaine ours? 


And here J cannot but take away 
* C 2 ſome 


The humble Petition 

ſome ſtumbling blockes : fo2 theſe In⸗ 
cloſers perchaunce will flatter them- 
ſelues andſay,that it is but a ſmall vil⸗ 
lage that they haue diſpeopled, oz a 
ſmall farme oz cottage that they haue 
decaied o pulled downez and what 
doe you make ſo much to doe thereof? 
Gen. 19. 20 But let all ſuch know, that little Zoar 
Luk. 4.16. ſaued Lot: and Nazareth that obſcure N 
oh. 1.46. titie whereof Nathaniell ſaid, can any { 
good come out of Nazareth, it nurſed | 
our Dautour Jeſus, and gaue him a 
name which from his croſſe to this dax 

is honozable. And Saint Paul teacheth 
. 50er 1. 27 vs plainelp, that God hath choſen the | 
weake things of this world, to confound 
the mightie things; and vile things, and 
things which ace deſpiſed, hath God 
choſen. And dare any contemne 03 
make light account of that, nay de: | 
ſtroꝑ that which God hath choſen and 
maketh great account of 2 Out of that 
little village o pw2e cottage which he 
hath decaied ( whoſoeuer he is) might | 

haue come one as god as himſelfe. | 
what may I ſay then of great huſband ( 
townes where many rich farmers, and 
cottages 


N Nen — Ne 


n eee ee deen 


. — 


ww to ricw ele CT) ag Yu GY ww % yy * © TTSW 


* N 3 Nane 


1 
* 


A 


SD eo» 


CC 


— 


Mm OO Oo -. 


Ne 


rr 


— 


of two Siſters. 


coftages are decaied? Mould any of vs 
willingly haue the little finger of his 
hand cut off: no moze no doubt, will 
Jeſus Chziſt ſuffer one pwze cottage, 
(which is as it were his little finger) to 
bee cut off , vnpuniſhed without repen⸗ 
tance. There was a ſtatute made of 
late, ſoꝛ the maintainance oftillage,and 
reedifping farmes decaied: It is to bee 
feared that God hath obſerued how 
diligent ſome were to ſe the poꝛe 
whipped, by a ſtatute made at the ſame 
time: and how ſlacke in the execution orf 
that other act of reedifying & plowing. 
Another ſtumbling blocke is; that 
ſome will ſay they muſt nerdes main⸗ 
taine their ſtates. And this cloake to⸗ 
vers all their pꝛide, and couetouſnes. 
But let allſuch know that reaſon thus; 
Muſt they impare the Lo2ds inhert- 
tance to maintaine their eſtates, euen 
they whom the Lo2d himſelfe hath ad- 
nanced ? they had better to be as pw2e 
as Lazarus in fate and condition; nay, Luk. 16. :0. 
they had better neuer haue beene vozne, 
then to cranlt themſelues to impare 
his inheritance. Oh let theſe men ol all 
7 C 3 others 
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others take hede of this ingratitude. 
Let the example of Ring Saul terrifie 
them, who being made of a pooze a⸗ 
co2ne, a4 mightie oake, and of a ſeeker 
of his fathers aſles, the fiſt King of Iſ- 
racl, yet a{terwards fo2 his vnthanke- 
fulnes and diſobedience, he and all his 
poſteritie was quite reiected of God 
for euer from the kingdome. 

Let Jeſus Chziſts example teach 
and moue them, who to doe vs g@d did 
not reſpec his eſtate, being equall with 
God (as Saint Paul teacheth vs.) but 


humbled himſelfe, aud became as a 


ſeruant. He waſhed his apoſtles fete, and 
became obedient to the death of the 
Croſſe. And what is the greateſt of our 
eſtates in campariſon of his? Surely 
even like a little mould - hill to moun⸗ 
taine. And ſhall we thinke much, to 
impaire oureftates to doe our bꝛethzen 
god ” nay ſhall we hurt them to main 
taine it? naꝝ ſhall we diſhonour God? 
Dh not Chziſts diſciples, but Mam- 
mons wozlblings ! Shere were as ma⸗ 
ny noble men and gentlemen in Eng- 
land heretoſoze, as are m 
grea 
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great eſtate: and how did they main⸗ 
taine themſelues? They did not in the 
Popes darke kingdome depopulate 
townes, and ſhall we in the light of 
the Goſyell 2 Can we mainfaine our 
eſtates by no way elſe, but by impa⸗ 
ring the Lozds tnherifance 2 let that 
be farre from vs. If Jnclofers would 
be content with the anncient apparrell, 
and houſcs and dyet of their anceſtozs, 
as they are not aſhamed of their lands; 
they neede neuer raiſe rents, noꝛ im⸗ 
pꝛoue their lands. 

They which ſtand fo much on this 
point, that they muſt maintaine their 
eſtates, know not what humilitie is. 

All Chꝛiſts diſciples muſt be humble. Math. 11. 
And humilitie is to deſcend a degree o2 29. 
two from our efate, and not to ſeeke 
to maintaine it: Surely that is a ſpice 
of pꝛide. The daunger and grieuouſnes 
ok this ſinne makes me in all humilitie 
to wꝛite thus. It is to be feared that 
God may now complaine as he did in 
the daies of Teremie : Can a virgin for- ler. 2.32. 
et her ornament, or a bride her at- 
tire? yet my people haue forgotten me, 
| C4 _ en 


Exod, 22.2, 


As it is in 
the He- 
brew. 
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daies without number, who haue adoz⸗ 
ned and maintained them. Why do you 
as it were now at laſt, begin to make 
your waies good againe, to purchaſe 


my love ? yea euen herein, thou decla- 


reſt, that thy waies are euill. For in thy 
wings are found the blood of ſoules, of 
poore innocents. [hou haſt not found 
them with mattockes in their hands , 
ſuch as are mentioncd in Exodus, 
where theeues are ſaid wich mattockcs 
to digge thorow walles, and to cuter 
into houſes by night, but aboue all the- 
(ſaith the Pꝛophet) no doubt with g: 

ter inſtruments, cuen fo puli dor 


houſes and townes. And yet thou tate 


becauſe I am guiltleſſe, ſurely ins wrati: 
ſhall turne from me. Behold I will! cn:cr 
with thee into iudgement, becauſe thou 
ſaieſt, thou haſt not ſinned. Incloſers 
are as guiltie of theſe ſinnes, as were 
thoſe Jewes. Foz after their inclolure, 
they will goe about to make good 
their waies, and they will giue ſome 
poze widowes, cowegates in their 
cloſes, as it were to purchaſe Gods 
fauour , whereas (as thoſe Jewes had) 

they 
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they haue the blood of poore innocent 

ſoules in their wings and worſhips. 
Nay , and they haue alſo in their hands 
not mattockes , but greater inſtru⸗ 
ments then thoſe, eucn to pulldowne 
farmes and townes. And pet neuer⸗ 
theleſſe they ſaie (as the Jewes did) 
that they are not guiltie. Therefore(ſaith. 
God) J will enter into iudgement with 
them. And this may ſ&eme to be another 
cauſe , of the ptague amongſt vs at this 
day. We ſinne in wordly cares, and in Luk. zr. 34. 
exceſſe in our diet, whereofour bleſſed 
Sauiour biddes vs take he&de : we ex⸗ 
cede in our ſtately buildings, which the Ela. 2. 15. 
Pꝛophet Elay and Ieremieplainely re⸗ Ier. 22.14. 
pꝛoue: we ſinne in vanitie of apparell, Zeph . i.. 
which the Pꝛophet Zephanie cons. 
demnes ; and we account theſe no ſins : 
wee ſay that we are guiltles and there- 
fore doth God enter with vs into iudge- 
ment: whereas it is the firſt leſſon 
that the Apoſtle Saint Peter giues vs 
which liue in the end of the wozld, that 
we ſhould be ſober, and keepe (no doubt) 1. Pet. 4. 7. 
that holie meane in all our woꝛldlp 
tares; in our diet, in our apparell, in 

our 


Verſe 36. 


Gene47,23, 
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our buildings, and in the furniture of 
our houſes , and to conclude, in all | 


But that which followes in the P20- 


phet, ſhall pꝛoue them guiltie and con⸗ 
demne them. Why laboureſt thou ſo 
much (faith the Pꝛophet) to change thy 
waies, and to make them ſeeme good? 
thou ſhalt be confounded of Ægypt, as 
thou art alſo confounded of Aſhur; that 


is, as the dead Pagahes condemne 


thee, fo ſhall the blind Egyptians and 


Papiſts condeinne thee alſo. And heere 


firſt; did the Paganes deale ſo hardly 
with their tenants? Pharaoh the E- 
gyptian, map teach all Jncloſers and | 


Landlozds, chziſtian charitie, and the 
communicating of their lands and com⸗ 


modities to their tenants. Behold (ſaith 
Ioſeph) Thane bought you this day, and | 


your land for Pharaoh, and foure parts 


ſhall be yours, for the ſeede of your held, 
and for your meate, and for them of 


your houſehold, & for your children to. 
eate. Mere ſirſi we map note, that this 


Egyptiã king, would haue tillage main- 
tained: Then, chat although he had pur- 


chaſed 
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of two Siſters, 
chaſed their land, pet he dealt courte⸗ 
ouſly with his tenants, and had a care, 
both of the ſeede of their land, and of 
their families: and ſhall not Chꝛiſtians 


much moꝛe haue this care of their bꝛe⸗ 


then, whole land comes by inheri⸗ 
tante? Me gaue them ſeede, and pet he 
required but a fift part for his rent: Dh 
eaſie rent! this ſhall condemne one day 
our couetous rents, and cruell exact- 
ons at our bzethzens hands. This mer⸗ 


tifull Pharaoh was bleſſed of God: but Exod. 5. 17. 


his couetous ſucteſſoꝛ, that laid heauie 
burdens on Gods people, and ſaid as 


Jncloſers ſay now, The people are too Exod. 14. 
much idle, they muſt haue more worke 27. 


impoſed vpon them, was drowned in 
the Sea: let them chuſe nom, whether of 
theſe they will fallowe. Such a good 
landlo2d alſo was Iob, not in Iewrie, hut 


in the land of Hus. If my land riſe a- Iob. 3 t. 39. 


gainſt mee (ſaith hee) and the furrowes 
thereof weepe and waile: and if that I 
haue eaten of the heart thereof without 
money, or haue made the ſoules of the 
maſters thereof pant: Then let thiſtles 


groe in ſtead of wheate, and cockle in 


ſtead 


Job 31. 17. 


The humble Petition 
ſtead of barly : Pere wee may firſt note 
that Iob neuer eate the ſtrength or heart 


ofhis land, but he paied fo: the plow: | 
ing ok it, contrarie to manp Landlo2ds. 


amonglt vs, who will let their lands at 
great rents, and will make their fe- 
nants plow with them (gra and fo; 
nothing. Secondly, that he cals his te- 
nants maſters of his land: but many a⸗ 
monglt vs make their tenants by their 
exceſſtue papments, as god as bond- 
lanes. They did not ſo much as once 
pant or blow in the tilling of it, they 
plowed it iopfullp, and at their caſe. 


But many tenants now adaies, doe not 


onely pant at their plowes, but ſigh, ca⸗ 
ring how they may pay their rents. 
Iob alſo did neuer eate his morſell a- 
lone; if he had but one diſh, the poꝛe had 
euer ſome part thereof ; and ſhall In⸗ 
cloſers thinke much to peeld vnto them 
ſome part ot their graſſe © ſhall they 
ſhut them out of their fields , whom hee 


admitted daily to his table? And if per 


chance they thinke that this was very 
much, and that euery one is not bound 
fo doe fo : let them — 


1 
+ 
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Haint Iohn in his epiſtle doth charge e- 
very Chaiſtian to doe moze than this: 
It that thou haſt the worlds good, and 


| fee thy brother want ( faith hie) and 


ſnutteſt vp thy verie entrals, or bowels 
from him, how dwelleth the loue of 
God in thee © If thy bꝛother beg ofthe, 
wilt thou denie him? Nay,by this place 
thou art plainely commaunded, ifthou 
ſeeſt him want, though hee holde his 
peace,and crauenothing of thee, to help 
him ; and that nof in opening thy purſe 
to giue him money, but in opening thy 
verie bowels vnto him; and in doing to 
him, as thou wouldeſt haue done to 
thine owne ſelfe. Then if ſo be that his 
tobe lacke graſſe, wilt thou not let her 
common in thy paſtures ? If he lacke 
an houſe, wilt thou not. pzouide one 
fo2 him? Nay Saint Iohn teacheth thee 
plainley here, to doemoze.foz him then 
all theſe ; euen to receive him, not info 
thy fields, o2 houſe , but (if it were pol 
ſible) into thine owne bowels : and this 
was that common ſalufation among 
the Jewes (line vnto our god maz⸗ 


row) your ſoule liuetiu in me, as aps 


peareth 


f. Ioh. 3. 17. 


Mat. 7. 12. 


/ 


1. Sam. 1. 
15. 


Iudg. 6.13. 


Phil. 2.2. 


I Per. 2.8. 


Heſt. 10.3. 


The humble Petition 
peareth by the ſalutation of Anna to 


Elie, and the ſalutation of Gedeon to 


the Angell, which is as much as to ſay 
I wiſh to you euen as to my owne ſoule; 
Foz ſo it is in the Hebzew text. Dh 
that this ſalutation were pronounced 
dayly, not in mouth onelp, but in our 
dealings pꝛadiſed amongſt vs Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans, which no doubt ought to be; as 
both Saint Paul and Peter, doe com⸗ 
maund all Chꝛiſtians. Fulfill my ioy 


Ws 


(faith Saint Paul) that ye be like min- | 


ded, or of one minde together : And 
Saint-Peter, finally be yee all of one 
minde. 

Such a mercifull man was Mordo- 
che the Jew, of whom we reade thus, 
And Mordoche the Iew was ſecond to 
Ahaſhuerus, and great amongſt the 
Iewes, and accepted ( RKatſu) ſuch a one as 
his bzethzen would haue wiſhed, who 
procured the wealth of his 2 and 
ſpake peaceably to all his fee 


e, Who 


though her were lately aduanced, to 
dignitie and woꝛſhip, yet vſed not 


theſe meanes, to maintaine his eſtate. 


Dh that Jncloſers who pzofeſſe the 
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name of the Goſpell, would imitate this 
Jew As fo2 the blinde Egyptians,thaf 
is the Papiſts, how they haue excelled 
Jncloſers in the wozkes of charitie, 
euerp towne almoſt tells the : which 
townes they haue left to their ſucceſ⸗ 
ſozs, like the winges of a doue which Pſal. 68.13. 
is couered with ſiluer: and Jncloſers 
plucke away theſe golden fethers from 
them, and leaue them not ſo good as 
they found them. Thus Incloſers may 
plainely ſee, how that not only dead A. 
ſur, but blinde Egypt alfs doth con- 
feund them. 

But theſe Incloſers alledge that ſap⸗ 
ing of the goſpell, Is it not lawfull for me Matth. 20. 
to doe with mine owne as I liſt? They 15. 
muſt remember, that parable repꝛeſents 
vnto vs that great Landlozs ok all 
Landlo2ds, the Ring ofheauen; he map 
ſay ſo only, and none elſe. They muſt al⸗ 
ſo remember that ſaying of the Plalme: 
And he gaue them the lands of the hea- Pal. 115. 
then, and they tocke the labour of the 44- 
people in poſſeſſion, that they-might 
keepe his ſtatutes and obſerue Mels 


God hath giuen them — 


Apo. 11. 8. 


The humble Petition 


1 but vpon this condition, that they 
[3-34 ſhould keepe his lawes, and his lawe is 
Chriſtian charitie. 


The third reaſon is, that this Incloſure 
is againſt the common wealth of 
the lewes. 


Od ſaid to Abraham, Get thee out 

of thy Countrey, and from thy 
kindred, & from thy Fathers houſe, vn- 
to the land that I will ſhew thee, and] 
will make thee a great nation, and will 
blefle thee, and will make thy name 
great, and thou ſhalt be a bleſsing. All 


Gen. 12.1. 


and account this commaundement of 
God ſpoken vnto them, and goe out (by 
their lones, affections , ſtudies t cares) 
ol their father Adams houſe, that is, th 
wozid;z and liue here in this wozld, as 
their father Abrabam did, like oe pi 
grims and franailers : and then ſhall 
God bleſſe them, and make them a ble 
ſing, euen the very members of Jeſas 
Chzift : who alſo when as he was in 
this wozld, followed thoſe very 2 


2a. — 


x 


_ 


* Chiſtians muſt be Abrahams ſonnes, 
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Abraham, and liued here as a trauailer 
oz pilgrime, and not as a Citizen, 02 as 
an inhabtter. But how contrarie is 
this voctrine to the pzaciſe, and very 
ſpeeches ol theſe, Jncloſers, who ſay, 
Js it nof lawfull foz vs fo vſe the 
earth to the moſt aduantage 2 This is 
their axime and pꝛinciple: but Abra- 
ham and Saint Paul doe tell them, that 


they ſhould vſe it as though they vſed it a. Cor.. 3r. 


not. That they ſhould vſe it as wiſe 
trauailers doe their Innes in their iour⸗ 
neis, who ſ&ke not foz gaine oz ſuper⸗ 
fluitie there; who care foz no moze 
then will ſerne their turnes Let the 


 mhabifants- of the earth ſeeke to make 
their moſt aduantage thereof: But let Gen. 14.3. 


all Chziſtians who dwell therein as 
Pilgrims, ſeke foz nomoze then will 
ſerue their turnes; let them goe out of 


their countries in hart and affection, 
with Abraham their father, and be He- 
© bes, that is, paſſengers with him, as 


the Yebzue woꝛd ſignifies; and not C 
naanitet, that is,marchants,whoſe trade 


is in this liſe.Chus much Abraham, the Zach. 14. 25 
father ot the faithfull * and the ve⸗ 


„ E 


Thehumble Petition 


ry nameoftheÞebzues doth teach them | 


a leſſon wozth the learning; foz this is 
the ſinne of our age, that we are to 
much in lone with this earth, moze 
than our fo:efathers , nay moze th 
Pagans haue biene. | 


Numb, 22. * The Jewes whoſe fields lay toge⸗ 


— 


be ther, did not incloſe them: as the field of 


— — Boaz, which lay altogether and vet was 
not incloſed, plainely pꝛoues. Their Or- 
chards and Vineyards. were walled a: 
Joſh.15.45- hout; their common fields were boun- 
Deut 27. 1 qed with ſtones or mountaines : But our 
Matth. 5. 20 righteouſneſſe muſt exceede theirs, and 
thcrefoze we ought not to incloſe. 
Exo 23. 10. Among the Jewes alſo, euery yeere 
the poore might gleane in their fields, 
Leuit. 19.9. and they were commaunded not to rabe 
them too cleane, but to leaue ſomthing 
for the poore, and not to gather in the 
outſides of their fields, but to leaue them 
alſo for the poore. Boaz did very no- 


—_—_ 


ably fulfill this lawe. Nay, euery {c- 
uenth yeere what grew in their corne- 


fields of it owne accord, they were com- 
Deut. 24.19 maunded to ſaue, and to ſuffer the 


Leuit. 25 wc0o gather and reape it. And doth not this 


8 plainly , 
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plainly commend and commaund fil- 
lage? The poore muſt haue ſome thing 
left them euery yeere for to gleane, and 
they muſt haue euery ſeuenth yeere all 
the whole croppe that grew of it owne 
accord. And were nat the Jewes then 
bound to ſowe-their fields; ſo that the 
poꝛe in Iewxy had good and plentifull 
gleanings leſt them euery yeere, and the 
whole croppe of rich mens lands eue- 
ry ſeuenth yeere:? But Incloſers will 
tut ſhoꝛt all this, ſoꝛ neither will they 
ſowe any thing at all, and ſo bar them 
oftheir gleaning and reaping; oꝛ ifthey 
ſow-:any-i (mall: quantitie, thep will 
rake ſo cleane, that the poꝛe ſhall get 
very little that commeth to gleane af: 
ter their rakers. | tre, 
The P2ophet Ieremie doth pꝛophe⸗ 
fie ofthe returne of the Tewes from Ba- 
bylon out of captiuitie, and vnder the 
type ol them, ol Cbꝛiſts Church thus. 


O virgine Iſrael, thou ſhalt be adorned lere. 3.5. 


wich the Timbrell, and thou ſhalt goe 
forth with the dance of them that be 


ioyfull: Thon ſhalr yet plant vines on Epheſ.4.6. 


the  mountaines of Samaria and the 
o D 2 planters 
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Eſa. 60. 18. 


I-ſhurga- 
tha. 


The humble Petition 


planters that plant them , ſhall make 


them common. As Chaiſts Church hath. 


a common Father, and a common Saui- 


our, and common Sacraments, and a 


| 
| 
| 


common countrey, and a common inhe- 
ritance in heauen: ſo on earth ſhe ſhould 
alſo haue a bzotherly communitie in her 
carthlp affaires; and ſhe ſhould make 


her grapes comon, This did the Jewes 
in the ſhadow; and ſhall not Chꝛiſtians 


doe thus much moꝛe in the cleere ſunne- 
tine of the Goſpell © 


The fourth reaſon;: this Inclofore-is 


againſt the eſtate of Chriſts Church 


and kingdome. 


E Say thus pꝛopheſieth ol it: Violence 
and hard dealing ſhall no more be 


] 
f 


| 
| 


D 


heatd of inthe land, neither deſolation | 
nor deſtruction within thy borders, but 


thou ſhalt call ſaluation thy wals (of a 
woꝛd deriued of the name ol Jeſus) and 
praiſe thy gates. Dur wals ſhould taſte 
of the lone of Jeſus, and ſhould be like 


: 
& 


bimzthepſhuld all be built of free tones, | 
aud not of flint ſtones; and all our — | 
ou |! 


of two Sitters, 


tonld be p2zaiſe ; we ſhould neuer ſet 


fofeout of doꝛe, but we ſhould be merry 
and iopfull: And are Incloſers tenants 
ofthis kingdome?Js not their hard dea- 
ling and violence almoſt in all places 
complained ot : Are not their deſolati⸗ 
ons and pulling downe of farmes appa⸗ 
rant ineuery mans eyes? Are the wals 
and dwelling houſes of their Tenants 
built of free lone, and not rather offlinf 
ſtone? Doe their rents taſte of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, and not rather of wozldly coue⸗ 
touſneſſe © Are the dores ok their Te⸗ 
nants houſes pꝛaiſe, and not rather la⸗ 
mentation, ſighing and mourning ” 
Add againe, he deſcribes vnto vs the 
eſtate of Chꝛiſts Church, thus: The 
Wolfe ſhalldwell with the lambe, &c. 
And, the Cow and the Beare ſhall feede, 
their yong ones ſhall lye together, &c. 
Mhis communitie of dwelling, Juclo- 
fers do ſomtimes take away in Chaiſts 
Church: foz they will haue no man al- 
molt dwell n&re- them. We may ſe 
many of their houſes built alone, like 
Ranens neſts, no birds building nerre 
them: but eſpecially this community of 


\ 


Gemin. lib. 


4.0 ap. Io 
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foeding;they like not of. They will eate 
their paſtures by themſelues, they will 
haue none to enter common with them. 
Geminianus a very learned man, agree⸗ 
ing herein with the Prophet . Elay; 
waites thus very excellentip; Good men 
euer lone a common and ſociable life, and 
they flie ſingularities or ſoltarineſſe. bythe 
example of Bees: For Rees, as Ambroſe 
waites , doe chuſe vnto them a common 
manſion or awelling, and thiy are all ſor 
vp with one dopre, and they: a labour tage. 
ther; their meate is common, as alſo t err 
worke z. as they works together [0 alſs they 
eate together. Their occupatian (as J may 
ſo tearme it) ic common, and their gaine is 
common, and their  ſ[rarnung is common. 
And hath God giuen Bes thele excel 
lent vertues in vaine, oz foʒ them ſelues 
only, and not rather to teach men Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian charity, and humane ſociety: Such 
angrie creatures doe thus loue, and lint 
in common together, and ſhal not much 
moze men, to whom God hath giuen no 
ſtings? Nay Chailtians, to whom he 
hath giuen that louing and ſociable done 
__ holy Spirit ? 

The 


of two Siſters. 
The Pzophet Micah alſo thus de⸗ 
fcribes vnto vs the eſtate of all Gods 

people in his Church. But they ſhall ſit Mica. 4.4. 
euery man vnder his vine, and vnder his 
Figge tree, and none ſhall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it. Where the Yebzewe wozd 
Charadh) ſignifies to maue one with 
hgh! and care, All ſhall livemerily 
in Chaifts Church; they ſhall neuer 
feare thought noz care, much lefle taſte 
| of it, And doe not Jncloſers, not onelp 
make their Tenants feare thought and 
' tare, but alſo fill their heads with it? 
| England hath ben famous thzonghout 
All Chziſtendome by the name of merie 
( England: but couetous Ineloſers haue 
> faken this ioꝝ and mirth away; ſo that 
it may be now called ſighing oz ſozrow- 

| full England. 

In England we haue euer had thzee 
States, Lords Spirituall, Temporall, 
and the Commons. And theſe Com- 
mons are diuided againe into Gentle. 
men, Yeomen, and Husbandmen. But 
\ in other Countreyes there is no Yeo- 

manrie, but only —_— Jn France 
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The humble Petition 


all are Gentlemen, oz Peſants: In Den- 
marke all are Noblemen, oz Ruſtici, as 


they tearme them: And in High & Lowe 


Germanie there are the Nobilitie, and 
the Boores. So that, Gentlemen which 
are Incloſers, ouerthrowing the Veo⸗ 
manrie, and decaping the Communal- 
ty, doe blotte out the ancient glozy of 
England: foz, no doubt, by the 
and hands of theſe two, haue ben heres 


tofoze euer obtained, our admirable con 


queũis, and moſt famous . vicozies 


th2oughout all Chziſtendome. So that 


now theſe Incloſers doe goe about to 
make England as barbarous , and as 
weake in this reſpec, as other nations, 
Nay let them take herd that they pzoue 
not themſelues Egyptians : foz not the 
countrey, but the conditions & maners, 
are wont to giue names. As we may 


learneontof the Pꝛophet Eſay, where ⸗ 


as he calles the Noblemen of Ieurit 
Pꝛinces ol Sodome; and the people, the 
people of Gomorah:thaugh neither ther 
no2 their anceſto2s were bozne there, 
0 J feare we haue ſome Landlozdsof 
Agypt in England: fo; te © ” the | 


- 
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name of Egypt, in our language is as 
much to ſay, as an Afflicter, oz one that 
makes another -ſozrowfull ; and are 
not theſe Jncloſers Egyptians then, 
which pinch, and vexe their bzethzen z 
Let. them take heede; the name agrees 
vnto them: let them feare the puniſh⸗ 
ment; God is the ſame. God fill, Ye 
that heard the grones, and ſighes of his 
people in Ægypt, and came downe to 
deliver them, will no doubt doe the 
ſame in England. 
A haue heard of an olde pꝛopheſie, 


that Horne and thorne ſhall make Eng- 


land forlorne. Incloſers verifie this by 
their ſhepe and. hedges at this day. 
hey kill poꝛe mens hearts, by taking 
from them their auntient commons, 


Pſal. oa. 27. 
Exod. 3. 7.8. 


to make ſheepe paſture of; and-by 


impoſing vpon them great rents, and 
by decaying tillage; ſo that now they 
are fo;lozne hauing no toy to liue in the 
world. 

And accozding fo theſe ſhadowes, 
Saint John deſcribeth to vs the truth 
of Chꝛiſis Church: But if that we walke 


__ (faith he) as he is in Light, we 


haue 


1.loh.1.7. 


The humble Petition 
haue fdlowſhip one with another, and 
the blood of Telus Chriſt his Sonne 
cleanſerh vs from all our ſinnes. Here 
is, euen to lſoꝛte vs to the communica- 
ting of our vile earth one to another, 
the communieating of Jeſus Chzilts 
molt pꝛetious blod: as though they 
which would not maintaine this chzb 
ftian communion and ſellowchip a 
mong themlelues, ſhould not be parta⸗ 
kers of that. They are not childzen of 
God, but childzen of the diuell, that 
walke not in this light: they are not 
of Gods familie and Church, but of 


Sathans Synagogue, that haue not 
this fellowſhip among thimſelnes. And 


1.Tim.6.17 Maint Paul commands Timothie, and 


in him all miniſters, to teach rich men 
the ſame leſſon; Charge them that be 
rich in this world that they be not high 


minded, &c. but to be very ready to give | 
and to be ve, making common 
their talents among their brethren: hut 


Ancloſers doe not ſo. 


To conclude this one: Eſay in his 
pꝛopheſle, map ſeeme to teach, and touch 
vs allo verynarrowly, that haue lined | 


vnder 
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vader the gratious raigne of Nucene 
Hizabeth, and doe now line vnder the 
happie and religious gouernment of 
king Iames: fog he alſo pꝛopheſied in 5 
the daies of godiy Ezechias, to whom EI. 11. 
both theſe may be compared. And God 
there complaines, that when as he had 
planted a moſt pleſant vine in: Iewrie, 
and had hedged it from the hands of 
— enemie, and had picked out of it Eſa. 5. 2. 
, that is;many vnpꝛoũtable mem⸗ 
s and traptoꝛs, and when | he had 
ted a wine-prefle in it, that is, afas 
nas Sek Schole ofthe Pꝛophets which _— 


mi; muede (he. wen eien 
e andalſohadbuilcinthe m * 


— ita ſtately tower of defence, euen 
à moſt godly and mightie:Paince and 
Magiſtrate; pet fp2 all theſe benefits, 
when as he loked fo2 ſiwerte grapes at 
their hands, then bꝛought fozth ſower 
grapes. And hath he not beſtowed all 
thele ſoꝛmer benefits and bleCings vp⸗ 
on vs in England? He is very bnthank- 
full, oz ſtarke blind that will not ac- 

knowledge this; and vet fo2 all theſe 


dnn thels, Anclolers (with Nr 


Val8. 


0 they account gaineftill' and pleaſant 
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bnkinde Jewes) peelde ſower grapes. 
And what theſe fower grapes are, 
the Pꝛophet Eſay after molt manifeltly 


ſheweth vs. Woe vnto them (ah be | 


that ioyne houſe to houle, and lay fiel 

to field, till there be no — e, chat you 
may be placed by your ſelues in the mid- 
deſt of the earth. Js not this the marke 


that inclofers doe aime at, to be placed 


alone by themſelues on the earth? But 
to ſuch Uragling ſherpe. from the holy | 
fellowſhip-of the Lo2vs flocke;the Þ3vi 
phet here, cryeth woe. And are not thelt 

plainely the grapes that Incloſers dot 
— to topnefield to fold : and thole; 


grapes. Oh men - deſperately ficht, 
whole mouthes are thus out of tafts; 
— God will tant 
apes at their handse 
* talke they of the godne lo i 


cher land, that it is woztythis,oz that: 


let them God that they eniop it. 
If he had not hevged it about; not long 
unte, the rruell @paniarvhad denoured 


offer ſwette and molt pleaſant grapes 


N 


| 


| 


bs all. Dh, remembꝛing this, let them 


| 
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vnto the Lo2d, that is, deale as merci: 
fully with their poze'Tenants as is 
poſſible. All the mercy which they can 
| ſhew. is nothing to that merrie, which 
God hath ſhewed to them already;nay, 
| to that he muſt ſhew to them hereafter, 
; ozelſethey ſhalbe damned. And let them 
| take heede; for with what meaſure they Math. 7.2. 
i 


doe now meate, ſhall be meaſured to 
them againe:as it was done fo that rich 
man, who, as he would not give a erum Luk. 16.21, 
or droppe here on earth, ſo hecould not 00 
| haneone crumme or droppe of eomfort 
then gtaunted him in hell: though he 
tould cry father Abraham neuer ſo loud, 
his vncharitable and vnumercifull faith 
conld doe him no good; no moze 
| thoirs pꝛoſit them: Let all men marke 
this well; It is written for our learning. Rom. 17. 4: 
And let them marke well what mea⸗ 
ſare of mercie they now gine; and let 
them be ſure, that they-giue meaſure 
enough: foz, without all doubt, at that 
day, they ſhall receiue the ſame againe. 
And J pꝛonounte vnto them, that, doe 
what they can, they ſhall fand neede 
kit all et them not latter — 


88 ES 


wo” 
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in doing ſome ſmall frifles, andingy 


uingtheparing of their nailes,and thoſe 

things which Poder may well wpare: 

i. Pet. 4. 18. ſba as aint Peter tels vs, at that day 
the iuſt man ſhall ſcarcely be ſauꝛd: and 

E what caſe 7 Wr men 

in? . 2 | 


The fifth 3 is, he this Inclofus 
is againſt Chriſtian charitie. ſ 


I * 13.5 o Aint Paul ſaith, Cheritiefocketh not 

Phil.2.4. her ownethings, buteuery man alſo | 
the things of other men. But theſe 
Jncloſers reſpect onely their owne 
commodities,and therefoze it is againſt 
charitie. It was the vayte of Cain, and 


— 


not of Sheth, noz of Gods Church, am 


Gen. 4· 9. Imy brothers keepers And euen at this | 
day they are of Cains petegre, and not 
of Gods familie, that haue no care of | 
the wealth and welfare of their be? 
thꝛen. 

This Jncloſure is alſo againſt the 
loue which Jeſus Chziſt commaunded 

2. Cox. 8. 9. And A ap nnou te | 


grace of our Lord Telus Gui (ſaith | 


Saint 


\ am_—_—@—_ a. Ow na cc..- . _ io ao. ano 


Saint Paul)d chat he 3 rich, for your 
fakes became poore, that you through 
his pouertie might be made rich. And 
I give you πνπννν,“¶.jſ my counſell, and 2. Cor. f. ro. 
mine aduiſe herein. This is alſo that | 
law of our Sauiour C hꝛiſt, which he ſa 
ſtraitely commaunds all his, To loue Ih 7 3.34. 
one another, as he hath loued them, and Toh.rs. 12. 
that with a repetition. This is Saint 
Pauls aduiſe; foz our bzethzens ſakeg, 2. Cor. 8. 10 
euen to become poꝛe to doe them god. | 
But Jncloſers doe not thus, they ſeeks 
their owne wealth and riches, theres 
foze they contradict both our Bauiours 
law, and Saint Pauls aduiſe. 

The moſt comfoztable woꝛds of our 
bleſſed Saujour, euen the firſt and mol 
ioyfull mellage that he ſent to his Ano⸗ 
ſiles after his reſurrection were theſe, 
Goe to my brethrenand ſay vnto them, Tok. 20. 17. 
I aſcend vnto my Father and to your 
Father, to my God and to your God. 
Oh toyfull newes! Shall we not be- 


leue this? And if we doe, ſhall we not 


tree Chaiſtians now our 
en e euen our maſt nere and deere 


g be then? which bzothechwde cur & dan 


— 
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Sauionr Jeſus ſo dearely bought, euen 
by his moſt pꝛecious death; and ſhall 
we not deale with them as with our 


bzethzen? But Dauid in the perſonof 


our Sauiour Chzilt complaines, that 
he is become a ſtranger to his brethren, 
and an aliant to his mothers children. 
And is not Jeſus Chꝛiſt, in his mem 
bers amongſt vs, in this ſtate euen 


nom? and may he not ſœme to make the 


Mat. 26. 34. 


ſame complaint? Whoſoener lets a 
farme, oz ſels any thing to his bzo 

doth he not deale with him, as witha 
fkranger? doth he not make him pay 
foz it to the vttermoſt 2 Nay, ſomes 
times moꝛe then it is wozth 2 A Turks 
might haue it ascheape at our hands 
as a Chꝛiſtian. And may not Jeſus 
Chzift then juſtly ſay , that he is be- 
come a ſtranger to his brethren * farely 
as great a ſtranger, in his members. 


to Chziltians, as he was in his ont 
nto the Jewes. Foz as they gave | 


im vinegerand gall to drinke; ſo many 
now gine to their bꝛethzen; and eſpe 
cially Jncloſers giue this dzinke tothe | 
poze tenants. Jon 


—_ 


% 
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And here we map note that excellent 
pꝛopertie of true charitie that the is al- 
waies hard to her ſelfe, that ſhe may be 
bountifull to others. So was the widow r. King. 15. 
of Sareptah, that ſhe might fiede Elias; 15. 
| and fo was that widow in the Goſpell, Lak. 27.4. 

which our Sautour ſo highly com- 
mends ; That ſhe might giue ſomethin 
into the Treaſurie of God, ſhe gaue 
her liuing, and puniſhed her ſelfe. Do 
was that Damaritan and that ſtranger 
amongſt the Jewes ( whoſe example all Luk. 10. 37. 
| "that will be accounted neighbours our 
Sauiour commaunds fo follow) to that 
wounded man. He ſet him on his owne 
beaſt : he went a fote himſelfe, and 
toke paines that he might ride. 0 
y were all the Church of Macedoma, as 

Saint Paul heweth, in their extreame . Cor. 8.2. 
pouertie rich in liberalitie to the poore, 
They pinched themſelues, that they 
might be liberallto them. Doe Jnclo- 
ſers follow theſe examples: doe they 
pinch themſetues that they may doe 
their bzethzen god? hall not all theſe 
examples, of Jewes, widowes, ffran- 

gers, and Pacedonians mone them? 

E Ther 
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They doe quite contrarie ; and they 


thinke, that they may doe it lawfullyz 


that is, they may ſeeke their owne com» 
moditie howſoeuer that their b2zethzen 
fare: ſurelp this is not tharitie. All 


Gods creatures may ſeme to teach vs 


this leſſon, as V irgils verſes auouch, 
The ſhepe beareth not his flæce, no: 
the ore his yoake fo2 himſelfe, no2 the 
Beers ho2d vp their honey, but all fo; 
our vſe.. Nay, thoſe excellent crea- 


tures; the Sunne the Mone, and ſtars, 
how continually doe they runne their 


courſes, foz our tcommoditie? And ſhall 
not we take paines and pinch our ſelves 
to doe our bꝛethꝛen god? And will not 
Incloſers learne this leſſon being 
taught it by ſo many ſchole - maſters: 
J am vereip perſwaded that God hat 
ſent of late vnſeaſonable weather, eſpe⸗ 
ciallp in the hap-harucſt, to teach Fils 
tioſers what an atre at᷑ their intioſed 
paſture grouud (which they dor make 
ſo great a reckoning or) is worth. 
Foz the hay-harueſt, which verldes 
meate fo2 their hepe;hath bene lately 


ee aud wet but the corne | 


harueſts 
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harueſts which peeldes meate foz his oh. 12.8. 
ſneepe( the poore) the Lo2d hath bleſſed: 
Oz elſe no doubt, if the cozne harueſt 
had bin as wet as the hay harueſt was, 
there would haue been a great dearth of 
cozne, to the vndwing of the poꝛe. But 
our moſt louing God, to declare the loue 
that he beares to his owne ſhepe : x the 
ſmall care in compariſon, that he hath 
of their ſherpe; hath as it were plagued 
the hap- harueſt of their ſh@p, and ble 
ſed the cozne-harueſt of his own ſhepe ;; 
foz nothing chanceth in vaine. And iat. 12. 29. 
therefſoze whereas Incloſers doe vrae, f 
the godneſſe ofthe ground, and the be- 
nefit of Incloſure, and that an acre of 
their incloſed medow and paſture, is 
wozth thus much; they muſt conſider, 
v vnles God ſend ſeaſonable weather, it 
may pꝛoue almoſt woꝛth nothing: they 
mult learne to let God haue a chief part 
of their rents reſerued to him. Vnleſſe 16.5. 24. 
he keepe for vs the appointed weekes of 
the harueſt, as Ieremie teacheth, what is 
all our land and labour taken ahout it 
wozth ? Mo doubt our anceſtozs had 
conſideration hereof; in letting their 
E 2 lands 
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Act. 4.32. 


accompted, that that which he poſſeſ- 


The humble Petition 


lands; which were ſo eaſily rented, that 
the tenant might haue the rent what 
weather ſoeuer God ſent: and this was 
Chꝛiſtian charitie. But this charitie is 
now baniſhed out of the wo2ld : The 
Jncloſer will haue his great rent, he& 
will not abate one penie what weather 
ſoeuer come. Dne waites that the poore 
hus andman is more cruelly dealt with- 
all than the aſle; whom his maſter, if that 


the weather or the way prove not conue- 


nient and good, will eaſe of his burden. 
But Muſbandmen, come faire tome 
foule weather, are nothing pitied ; they 
muſt beare ſtill their accuſtomed bur- 
dens, be they neuer ſo great. 

This pꝛadiſe of Chꝛiſtian charitie 
was vſed in the Pzimitiue church. And 
the multitude of them which beleeued 
(ſaith . Luke) were of one heart, and 
ofone ſoule; neither any of them ſaid or 


ſed, was his own; but they had all things 
common. Common like Chziſtians, not 
like Anabaptiſts: common in vfe, not 
in pꝛopertie. Foz Ananias poſſeſſion 


was his owne, to hau either kept 02 | 
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fold it, as Peter told him. So was alſo all 
other mens poſſeſſions and gods, but 
no man accompted it as his owne. 

Lodouicus Viues, a very learned 
man, thus deſcribes Chꝛiſtian charitie: 
To loue, ſaith he, is the happieſt and the Introduct. 
beft thing m the world : and therefore God 44ſapient. 
and Angels are moſt happie and bleſſed, 
| who loue moſt. And to hate is the worft 
nnd mot miſerable thin in theworld: and 
fer this cauſe the denils are mot miſerable, 
And alter, let any man ſheuld coine fo 
pimſelle a counterteite Chꝛiſtian charts 

tie; This true charitie makes all thmges 

equall; where that flouriſheth, no man deſs- 

reth to be preferred before another, no man 
will deſire to take away any thing from hm 

that he loueth, when as he accompti that he 
' thimelfe hath whatſoencr his friend hath: 
0 man will goe to law with him, whom he 
tones : none will thirke that he canreceine 
any iniurie at his hands, and there fore ne- 
| wer thinkes on reuenge: no man will enuie 

him, whom he lones ; nor any may is glad of 

the harmes of him that 15 & fiend nv 
| apriexed at bu welfare. But contrart- 
Wile, accozding to the ſaying of the A⸗ 
| E;3 poly 


Rom.12+15. 


1.Cor.13.1 


x.Cor.15. 


41. 


Pſal. 119. 
126. 
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poſtle He reioyceth with them that re- 
ioyce, and weepes with them that weepe, 
t that not fainedly or counterfeitly, but 
from his very heart. Becauſe lone makes 
all things common, and atcompts that his 
owne which is his whom he louet h. Thus 
Lodouicus Viues deſcribes Ch2iltian 
charitie. And how farre off are Inclo⸗ 
fers from this:? Saint Paul ſaith, That 
if he had all knowledge, and all faith, 
euen to remooue mountaines, yet with- 
out this charitie he were nothing betore 
God: And what are Jncloſers then, 
that are deſtitute of all theſe gifts, and 
lacke this charitie? Let them marke 
this well, that this iewell Charitie, one 
day befoꝛe the Maieſtie of God, ſhall be 
moze wozth than ail their golde, and 
great rents and reuenues. This is the 
charitie ot all the Saints in heauen. Foz 
although there be differences of ioyes, 
pet the Saints which haue leſſer iopes, 
accoirt thoſe ioyes, through charitp, alis 
theirs, which their bꝛethꝛen doe enioy. 
Now is fulfilled that pꝛaper of Da- 
uid, It is. time for thee Lord to put to 


thy hand, for (Hephirs)they haue abro- | 


VT gated, 
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gated; they haue made no account of 


thy lawe. And what is Chꝛiſts law but Ioh. 13. ;4. 


charitie? And that not any charitie, but 
ſuch a charitie as he hath ſhewed to⸗ 
wards vs; t as Lodouicus Vines here 
hath deſcribed to vs. But it is time for 
God to put to his hand, foz this charity 
is baniſhed, is abꝛogated, is made no ac- 
count of, many thinke that it concernes 
them not. 

But the very Pagans haue had this 
tharitie, and, but that they wanted the 


eye of faith, they haue mounted vp here- AR. 17. 27. 


in (like blinde Hawkes) karre higher 
than ſome Chꝛiũlians, eſpeciallp than 
Incloſers. 

Cymon the Atheman commannaded all 
hedges and pales to be taken away from 
hi grounds, that both Citizens and ſtran- 
go ers — that ſtood in neede, might 

ue more free acceſſe into tham, to "gather 
Apples and come. And Photion the fs 
thenian ſaid, 7 hat a man had as good pull 
downe Churches and Altars; as She mer- 
cie from among ſt men. And Iulius Cæſar 


was wont te ſap, That then he waxed 
_ when as he did any man good. And 


E 4 will 
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wil Jncloſers come behind any of theſe? 
will they incloſe 2 Cymon the Athenian 
would not doe tt. Mill they not deale 
charifably in letting of their farmes to 
their bꝛethꝛen © Phocion tels them, char 
they had as good pull domne Churches Doe 
they account the money in their coffers 
their treaſures? Cæſar, that pzoud Ro⸗ 
mane Emperour ſhall condemne them; 
he thought not ſo, but rather ha: which 
he had beſtowed liberally. Traiane the Em- 
perour was accompted the ioy of man- 
Kinde, becauſe that he neuer ſent any man | 
ſad home. Oh that all Landlozds wert 
Traianes ! They ſhould bee moze 3 
foz it is moze to bee a Chziſtian, than 
to be a Traiane; and Saint Paul wills 
Epheſ.4.7- all Chziſtians to walke worthy of thar 
x.Per. 4.16, vocation. Che name of a Chaiſtian is 
the honoꝛableſt and bountifulleſt name 
in the wozlde. Chziſtians take their 
1. Ioh. 2. 27. names, ol the anointing the holy Gholl. | 
And what then can be moze honoura- 
ble and bountifull * Otauius Cxilaygey 
compted that day loft, wherein he 
eod to no man. Dh that all Landlozds | 
would ſpend their » 
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ſing the god of the townes , whereof 
they are Kandloꝛds, and not in the im⸗ 
poueriſhing of them! Then we ſhould 
haue a flouriſhing Church, and a rich 
Commonwealth. Prolome alſo King. 
of Ægypt was wont to ſay, That he had 
rather mal others rich, than be rich him- 
ſelfe. Dh that Incloſers were of this 
minde ! Curius alſo the Romane hauing 
| { a greatdcaleof goldeoffered him ofthe 
| Samnites,/ had rather, ſaith he, haue the 
poſſeſſors of the gold Mine, than their gold. 
O wile Curius! he had rather haue the 
hearts of the Samnites, than their 
heapes of golde. Dh that Jncloſers 
were in this point but as wiſe as he! 
The day will come when the pꝛaxyers of 
tenants,ſhall doe their Landlo2ds moze 
* god than their great payments now. 
Foz that ſaying of our Þamour ſhall 
and god, wheas they with their cheſts 
fullofgold and ſiluer ſhall periſh 3 Make 
yap friends of your vnrighteous mamo, Luk. 15.9. 
that when as you ſhall departhence and 
faile in your account, they may receiue 
Fou into everlaſting Tabernacles. And 
dur Dautour addes an Ae 02 & 
£7730 


Eccle.r2.1. 


Gen. 28.12. 
18. 
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Memorandum (ds we ſap)to this his ſen- 
tence; (And I tay vnto you) as though 
he ſhould ſap, Marke this well, all pon 
rich men, whom God hath enriched 
with his talents : Herein follow that 
ſame vniult Steward, and make you 
friends of the poore; thar when you ſhall 
depart hence, & God ſhall call you to an 
account of your ſtewardſhips (as p great 
rich man did his ſteward, and ſhall faile 
therin, the beſt of you al,euen as he did) 


the poore may receiue you into euerla- 


ſting tabernacles. Make the poore as wa- 
ters to caſt your bread on, as pᷣ P2eacher 
tounſelleth pou : that pou map find it a- 
gain,whe as you ſhal ſtand in need, after 
many dates: and as ſtones to powre yout 
oyle vpon; as did Iacob the Patriarch; 
that when you ſhall dic, you map ſleepe 

uietly as he did being aliue; and ſ& 


that ladder Jeſus Chꝛiſt reaching from 


earth ro heaven. Fo2 that ſtrange fac 
of Jacob containes in it ſome great my» 
ſterie. And may not that ladder ſignifie 


faith, & this pow2ing oile on the ſtone, 


mercie? So that we mult iopne to the 


ladder of faith, the oyle ol mercie if we 


meane 


| 


— 


| 
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meane to aſcend vp to heauen. O: if that ꝑphe. :. 20. 

N ſtone ſignifie Jeſus Chꝛiſt, are not the 

poꝛe his members? and doe not they 

which ſhew mercie vnto them, powꝛe 

their ole on Jeſus Chꝛiſts fœæt, as Mary 10h. 12. z. 

did in the goſpel, t as it were on ſtones? 

Such an heire of lacob, was Dauid, 

who of himlelfe wzites thus 3 Know Pfal. 4.3. 

yee that the Lord ( Hizhlah) hath as a 

vonderfull and pretious thing choſen 

to himſelfe (Chaſidb) the mercifull man. 

And he concludes, I will lay me downe yg. 

2 in peace and take my reſt, as though 
mercifull men onelp, and they that 

power their ople on ſtones, as Iacob 

did, ſhould take their reſt, and flepe 

ſwetely. Foz that ſentence alſo ſhall 

ſtand god, wherein conſiſtes one maine 

point (next faith) of our ſaluation : Bleſ- 

ſed are the mercifull, for they ſhall ob- Mat. 5. 7. 

taine mercy; and iudgement mercileſſe Iam. 2-1. 

ſhall be to him that hath ſhewed no 

mercy, as S. Iames teacheth vs. But 

Jncloſers, I thinke, neuer remember 

that dap: if they did, they would pꝛeler 

hzꝛapers befoꝛe payments, and the harts 

el their tenants, with that'courfeous 

4 Romane 


| 
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Romane Curius, befoze their heapes 
of golde and ſiluer. O blind couetoul⸗ 
neſſe ! O blinde Jncloſers ! moze blinde 
than Grecians, moze blinde than Ro- 
manes, nay, moze vncharitable and 
craell than very Jnfidels. Nature tea⸗ 
cheth, that the wilde ſigge tree, il it be 


- planted nere vnto the figge tree, that 


Ter, 2,1 ©, 


it will make it moze fruitfull : and ſhall 
not theſe Beathen oz Pagans,who are 
wilde figge trees in compariſon of vs 
Chꝛiſtians, make vs excell in god 
wozks ? ſhall their figges be ſweter 
than ours? O degenerate and wüde 
Chaiſtians ' | 

God by his Pꝛophet Ieremie (ſaith, 
Goe to the illes of Chittim, and behold; 
and ſend vnto Kedar, and take diligent 
heede, and ſee whether there be ſuch 
things. Dur molt gratious God, com 
pares his people of the Jewes , with 


the Paganes: And will he not much 


moze compare vs chꝛiſtians withthem! 


And is it not a ſhame foz vs to beoner/ 


come of them in charitie towards our 


— 


bzethzen? Hurelp, il we be, in the dax 


tudgement they ſhall condemne ** 


So 
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N fo; all this, they will be accounted _ 


of two Siſters, 


The ſixt reaſon: this Incloſure is a- 

gainſt the Church and Common- 

wealth, and auncient cuſtomes and 
liberties of England, 


2 Ods Miniſters may make that 
complaint of Incloſers, that Jacob 


made of Laban : Thou haſt now chan- Gen. 31. 41 


ged my wages ten times: So haue they 
changed the auncient linings of Gods 
Piniſters. But in all their exchanges it 
hath fallen out, as it doth commonly in 
caſting of mettals : that which hath 
comne in the ſecond place, hath not bien 
ſo god as was the fozmer . Their 
ſummes of money which they doe now 
alowe, are not ſo god in value, as were 
heretofoze tithes in kinde : and againe, 
the money due is not ſo eaſily obtained 
at their hands. And thus they doe not 


onelp muſſell the mouthes of Gods 1. Cor. 9.9. 


Oxen, which doe tread out his Come, 
but alſo impoueriſh them yerely moze 
t moꝛe by this their incloſure; and pet 


Þ, 
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ban, that is, they will ſeme white and 
religious. 
Hier. part.. Hierome, of touetous Patrons,and 
er«4.4.epit, late-men which ſtudie to get into their 
10. d D- hands Cccleſiaſticall linings, weites 
weſ. thus: They which ſerue at the Altar, lu 
them be partakers of the Altar : Therefore 
becauſe Prieſts were wont to pray for al 
them, whoſe almes and oblations they du 
receiue, with what face dare laie men, ei- 
ther themſelues eate, or grant to others, the 
oblations which Christians doe offer far 
Alludit ad their ſinnes, when as it becommeth ' not 
ilud 1-10h4- them to pray for the people ? For this cauſe, 
3 — (O glorious Father) we ought to excom- 
frarre pee. Punicate thoſe preſumptuous perſons fo 
catoredat euer; that others might be afraid, and that 
vitam. theſe things might , no more done in the 


Church. O grieuous ſinne, which Hie 


rome ſaith, is to be excommunicated foz 

And here ſirſt, the poze huſbandmen 
and cottagers, map complaine :vato 
your. Paieſtie of the payments of the 
Subſivie inflicted vpon them; that 
whereas there hath:bene rich — 


| 
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of two Siſters, 


in euerp Towne fo pay it, now thoſe 


townes incloſed being diſpeopled, and 
thoſe rich farmers which were wont to 
pay it, being fled away, the payments 
thereof are impoſed on pwze men: who 
being but tenants, and hauing but a 
ſmall flockeof cattell ( and.perchance a 
great familie to maintaine) are enfoz- 
ted to be th2e pound men in the Subft- 
die boke; whereas the Loꝛd ofthe man⸗ 
no2, 02 Fre- holder; being their Lands 
lozds, lining in other places, hauing 
fine hundꝛed oz a thouſand ſhepe, in the 
ſaid Lo2dſhip (which they haue incloſed 
and impꝛoued) and perchance fiftie oz a 
hundzed cattell, will pay nothing to⸗ 
wards the payment of the fame. Plea« 
ding fo2 themſelues, that by law, they 
are to be aſſeſſed and bound fo pay but 
in one plate, which foz themoſt part is 
where they inhabit. And ſo they vſing 
and enioping the p2ofits and commodts 
ties ot the farmes. which they haue de- 
taped; and alſo eating with their cattel; 
the chiele commoditie of the field; will 
beare no part of that dutie with their 
poze tenants, which makes them res 

pine 
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pine and murmur. Nay ( that which is 
the laſt refuge ) if the townes intloſed 
be ſo pe, that they are not able to pay 


the Subſidie; they will vſe meanes to 


mitigate the ſame, and ſo make ſome 
townes nere adioyning, helpe to beare 
out the burden of thoſe townes, that 
they haue decayed and diſpeopled by 


Secondly, the paye alſomay com- 
plaine ot Jncloſers: foz taking away 


their Common: foz herein they are, ru 
impious againſt God, and iniurious ts | 


their Aunceſtozs , and diſiopall to the 
Kings pzerogatiue ropall. Foz firff, 


God himſelfe may ſeme to haue giuen 


ſome Commons, as appeares in Hol- 
land,and in the Marſh in Lincolneſhire, 
and Holdernes in Yorkeſhire, and in 
Kent, where many miles of ground 
haue been added by the Sea. Secondly, 
ſome people of godly diſpoſition, and 
haue giuen large Commons in diuers 
places, as in Yorkeſbire, a great Com- 
Kings haue ginen Commons = 2 


— 7-588 


. 
Pannozs did not appoint them, and 


of two Gifters, - | 


William Conqueroꝛ gaue Commons 
and other liberties: ſo that Lo2ds of 


therefoze at their pleaſures: may not 


take them away. And they were giuen 
as it ſhould ſceme,vpon theſe tonſidera⸗ 


tions: Firſt, to maintaine the poꝛe men 
4 that fought fo2 him: foz all were not 
Gentlemen in that great armie ofthe 


Conqueroꝛ. And as gentleme had loꝛd⸗ 
ſhips beſtowed vpon them foz their ſer- 


nice, fo no doubt, the poze had Cõömons 
|. giten to them alſo foz the ſame cauſe : 
that a poꝛe man pꝛouiding onely meate 
. foz his Cowe againſt winter, was al⸗ 


ſured to haue her kept and fedde on the 
Commons all the ſummer fo2 nothing; 
and ſo might be the better imploped a⸗ 
bout his Paieſties warres, ſo often as 


nieede did require: whereas now in ma⸗ 
mn plates, the poꝛe man is fo2ced to pay 
very dearely foꝛ the ſummer Common 


oz paſture fo2 his Cowe ( oner and be⸗ 
ſides his houſe rent) which in times paſt 
he had belonging to his houſe fo2 his 


laid rents. And ſo the care fo2 the pꝛo⸗ 


niſion fo; his family being great, makes 
F many 
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many not fo be ſo fozward fo warres, | 
as they both would and ought to be. 
Mund. Imp. Boterus Beneſius, waiting of the 
kex. Angl. eſtate ofthe whole wo2ld; and ſtrength 
of England, which conſiſtes on the poze | 
Puſbaridman, Cottager, and common 
Souldier,repozts thus; — | 
he) the Engliſh men are able to bring imo 
the field 2000. Launces, and a great number |\ 
of light horſe, yet the horſemen of England 
haue neuer wonne to theusſelues ſuch — 
and praiſe in war, as the footemen haue done. 
King Edward the third, who made ſo many 
voyages into France, and obtained — | 
ſo many victories; to declare mwhich of hu | 
forces he moſt truſted forſooke his horſemen, | 
and went on foote among his common 
Souldiers. But contrariwile the Frenchmen, 
becauſe they will not haze their common 7 
people gre themſelues ouer much to war- 
t affaures ( left — ſhould rſaks and 
Contenme _ handicrafts a occupati- 
ou, and ſo, by —— WAXE promat; 
to which — A hmen are v 
much inclined) put * all they 6 wth of 
their warres in horſemen, which for te 
mo part _— of Noble men. The 0 
common 
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of two Siſters. 
common Souldier heretofoze hath been 
fo2 warres, the glozy of England, as this 
authoꝛ affirmes; t by him England hath 
won ſo many great vicozies, and obtai⸗ 
ned ſuch great glozy and fame; and thall 
he now be deſpiſed: Nay ſhall he in ſome 
places be roted out? What is this elſe, 
but to put out Samſons eyes, the ſtrength ſud. 16.21. 
| and glozy of our land, and to cut off his 

haire © To doe this, is not to be truc 11- Toh 1.47. 
raelites, but vncircumciſed Philiſtimes. 1. Sam. 1. 
What will our riches do vs god, if we 36: 
lacke men ſo kepe them? As the body 


| cannot conſiſt without legges t armes, 


ſo neither the Common-wealth with- 
out Yuſbandmen, Labourers, 1 Soul⸗ 
diers. Surely, they which will not 


maintaine theſe armes and legs, which 


7 muſt fight and runne foz them, are euill 
members of this Common- wealth. Jf 


the legges of our bodies be weake, how 
will we complaine ? 92 if our armes be 
out o ioint, what ſped will we make to 
haue them put into the ioint again? and 


ſhall we not nouriſh bountifully theſe 


legges ? ſhall we ſuffer theſe armes to 
+ beoutofioint? And here as Gods woꝛd 


F 2 may 


Pſal. 2.3. 


The humble petition 


may ſeme to be the moſt ſtrong liga- 
ment, lo in ſome ſozt theſe Commons 
may ſeeme to bee the ſinewes of the 
Common- wealth : Foz, as our armes 
are iopned to our bodies by ſinewes 
and ligaments, ſo no doubt theſe armes 
were tied in the beginning to the Come 
mon wealth by their Commons be⸗ 
ſtowed vpon them. Fo2 beneſits are the 
ſtrongeſt bonds to binde men withall, 

as the Heathen haue taught. 
Secondly, it may ſeme thep were 
oꝛdained fo2 common wozkes : Foz ſo 
haue Churches been repaired, and bzid- 
ges built, and high waies made t main⸗ 
tained, They would lay a pæce of their 
Common, to be ſowen, oꝛ fo2 meadow, 
and with the pꝛofit thereof being ſolde, 
perfozme any common wozke; and by 
that meanes, ſuch like wozkes coft the 
paze of the Mowne very little. And 
hereof (as appeates nowe) comes the 
ridges and furrowes in ancient Com- 
moins, which pꝛoueth that fo2 ſuch pur⸗ 
poles they haue bene ſowne. And the 
like god would come tothe Common- 
wealth, if that cher were vſed ſo ſtill. 
Whereas 


4/1 
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Whereas now in many places, where 
theſe Commons are take away by Jn- 
cloſure, enery penie comes out of the 


poꝛe mans purſe ; and hauing no com⸗ 


mon ſtocke, hardly any common wozke 
can be b2ought to paſſe, as in times palk 
bath beene. | 
Laſtly, a part of theſe Commo 
were the Kings high waies; which 
name plainelp argues, that Rings were 
the authoꝛs of the, as of all other Com⸗ 
mons. And thoſe which. are leading 
from one Market towne to another, 
ought to be two hundred foote broade, 
ö appeareth by a Statute ot Winche- 
er 13. made in 1. Ed. 5.) which were 
large and ſafe, that your Maieſtie might 
paſſe the countrey in pꝛogreſſe with 
your traine; and pour Subiecs trauell 
withont danger. But now Incloſers 
haue ſo pinched them in, vy their ditches 
and hedges, allowing but 24. fo the 
way, that pour Maieſtie cannot paſſe 
in their waies and lanes, vnleſſe they 
thzowe open their hedges againe foz 
that time,agerperiencelately hath pza- 
ned. Neither can your poze Subieas 
F 3 trauell 
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trauel with their weake beaſts without 
danger, the waies being thereby made 
. ftraitc and narrow, and therefoze deepe 
and dangerous; neither without dan⸗ 
ger of their liues, both by foꝛeſtalling of 
theeues, and alſo by opening the dans 
gerous gates. The poze Cottager had 
his Common allowed him allo ( as 
ſhould ſeeme) foz his paines taken in 
mending of thele high waies, which 
now Jncloſers haue quite ſpopled, by 
pinching them in: but the burthen doth 
remaineon poze mens vacks till; and 
they are fozced to doe their common 
daies,as befoze, and pet their Common 
ts taken from them. 

But Lo2ds of Þannours, and Free 
holders, who haue their Commons,and 
ould alſowozke their common dates, 
and fo2 eueryplow-land they holde, ei⸗ 
ther in Tillage, oz Paſture, ſhould find 
one Cart o2 dzanght, to leade tones 
and rubbiſh towards the repairing of 
high waies; doe now of late, in many 
places (where Tillage is conuerted fo 
Paſture) where heretofoze, there hath 
moos thirtis CES 3 or — a 
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towne, which did perlozme their com- 
mon dates, ſkant finde tenne: and hs 
that hath decayed fower 2: ſius 
d2aughts, ſkant ſends one to ktepe his 
common dates, And hereof it comes, 
that high waies in many places,are not 
fo well maintained, as heretofoze they 
haue biene. 

Nay, ik theſe Commons had beene 
appointed by the Lozds of Pannozs, 
then as mens natures in all ages haue 
beene diuers, ſo theſe Commons would 
alſo, in ſome places haue bene better, 
and in other ſome woꝛſe: but in all pla⸗ 
tes, accoꝛding to the pzopoztion of the 
tobone, they are very liberall and boun⸗ 
tiful:declaring themſelues to be beames 
comming from the ſame Sunne; 3 
meane from the rich liberalitie of the 
Kings maieſtie. 

There was a tenure in England cal- 
led Baſſa tenura, now called Copie 
hold: and theſe han their fredomes. ac- 
co2ding to the cuſtome of the Pannoz. 
There was another tenure called 
Tenure of villenage, and theſe had 
neither libertie of Commons, noz of 
5 #4 dei 
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their very bodies, and ſ&de. And this 
map bee aàn caident argument, that 
Kings: gaue theſe Commons : foz thoſe 
which had offended his Pateſtie moſt 
greuoully, he made them villens, and 
depziued them of the auncient liber⸗ 
fies, which all his other pcople entoy- 
ed. Sothat as this villenage, was by 
the King inflicted vpon ſome: Do no 
doubt the fozmer liberties and pꝛiui⸗ 
leges alſo, were by Kings giuen and be⸗ 
ſtowed. But Jncloſers now, foz no 
cauſe of diſobedience, but foz their owne 
pꝛiuate lutres, take from their tenants, 
that which Kings did not, but vvpon | 
great offences committed againſt their 
perſon. 
3 N Chere is an auncient law, (in re- 
13 Are. garde that tenants complained of the 
Lo2ds of Mannozs foz incloſing as 
ſhould ſeeme of their Commons) br 
which it was enaced thatLozvs ſhould 
leaue ſufficient Common foz their te⸗ 
nants, with ſufficient egrefſe and re- 
grefſo; And, that being perfozmed,thep | 
might ( as ſhould ſeeme) make their 
commioditie of the reſt. But if that their | 
egreſs | 
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egreſſe and regreſfe were any thing 
hindꝛed by the defozceozs, oz that they 
had not ſufficient paſture ; that the they 
ſhould recouer their ſeiſon by the view 
of-Jew202s ; ſo that by their diſcretions 
and othes, they ſhall haue ſufficient 
Common and paſture with egreſſe and 
regreſſe, and the difſcſo2zs8 ſhould bee 
amerced and render damages. This 
auncient ftatute plainelip pꝛoues, that 
Lo2ds in enery towne, ſhould leaue to 
their tenants ſufficient Common. And 
therefoze doe they not bzeake the meas 
ning of this law, which inclole, leauing 
no Common at all: 

Theſe Jncloſers take vpon them, as 
though they were, not Lozds of Man⸗ 
nours,but rather kings; and doe make, 


as it were, anew Commonwealth, and 


anew fozme of gouernment in townes 
wherein they are Lozds. They will 
haue no Common left at all. Aud whers 
as there hath beene common Leas and 
Meadow which hath been without me- 
mozy of man pterip letten, and the p2ofit 
thereofhath bern imploxed towards the 
repaire of the Church, and _—_— 
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god and Chꝛiſtian vſes) they will now 
take them away as waſte due to them⸗ 
ſelues, except there can be god euidente 
in wꝛiting to ſhew foz the ſame. They 
alter ę change the ancient high waies; 
ſo that trauellers and ſtrangers ſome⸗ 
times without danger, cannot come to 
their townes. They will haue no com⸗ 
mon Neat-heards,no2 Yog-heards,noz 
Pinver in their fownes, by which poꝛe 
men haue liued, e had a ſtaꝝ and mains 
tenance, both foz themſelues, and fami⸗ 
lies, though impotent, and not able foz 
other wozks. 

Philarchus teſtiſieth, that the beanes of 
77 were firſt ſowen in Egypt, and that 
if ſo be they were ſowen in a other coun- 
trey, they would grow in none but there. 
But after in 4 certaine Fenne of Epirus, 
nigh untoa riner of Theſpoſia, called Thy- 
ramnis, in the daies of King Alexander 
Pyrrhus, to yeeres together they grewe, 
and brought foerth their fruit very plea- 
fwnly : but when as King Alexander {et 
aguardtoherpe aud watch them, that none 
Should take of them, nor come intothe Fenne, 
the Fenne was dried vp, neither brought 

ine 
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they foorth any more fruit. | 

In Edipſo alſo there appeared a certaine 
cold water running ont of a ſpring, not farre 
from the ſea, by the which they that were 
ficke were very much holpen. Inſommch 
that many out of farre countreyes, came thi- 
ther to drinke of that water. But whenas the 
captaines and goxernors of King Antiochus, 
began to pinch them of this water, and com- 
maunded to giue them of another water to 
drinke, quite contrarie from the other, the 
ſpring by and by dryed vp. 

In Troas it was lawfull for any man to 
fetch Salem Tragoſceum (Troy ſalt) but 
when as King Liſimachus made them pay 
for it, ſiraightway the ſault vaniſbed away: 
but afterwards, hee wondering at that 
ſtrange alteration, hee made the place free 
agame, and the ſault alſo increaſed againe. 
Athenæus lib. 3. cap. 1. repozts ali theſe 
hiſtozies. And doe we not thinke then, 
that God millikes theſe couetous men, 
that fo: their bone pꝛiuate lacre and 
gaine, doetake Commons from men? 
Map, if he plagued them, that thus dealt 
with Pagans, who were his enemies; 
doe we thinke that he will m_ of 

ent 
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them that deale ſo hardly with Chꝛi⸗ 
ſcians and with his owne Childzen ? 

Tallieby the light ofnature could ſay, 
Iuſtice uſed things common, as common; 
and things priuate as her owne : and ſhall 
not we much moꝛe doe ſo? But the men 
ok our age, account it wiſedome fo loke 
narrowly into Commons; and if men 
cannot ſhew god eutdence fo2 them, 
they take them awap. The earth is ſub- 
iect to our vanities, againſt her will, as 
Saint Paul teacheth vs. And what is 
the now then, doe we thinke, at our vn⸗ 
charitable ditches and hedges, made ko 
the hurt of our bzethzen? And what 
theſe vanities are, Salomon map ſeme 
to teach vs, Eccleſ. 2.4.5. 6. 11. 

Nay, God himſelfe may ſeeme by his 
ſetret pꝛouidence (which no doubt doth 
gouerne all things: who, conkrarie to 
the manner of the Jewes fields, hath 
enfermingled our Lands together) to 
haue fo2bivden this out incloſure. No 
man almoſt can Jnclofe in Champian 
countries, with ont great exchange:and 
doe we thinke that this intermingling 
our Lands thus together, was done in 

vaine : 
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baine 2 God alſo by that miraculous 

mouing cf the ground at Kinnaſtone 

in Herefordſhiere, may leme fo haue 

condemned Jncloſure : no doubt it 

_ ſome thing. The ground moored Stow Anne 
om his own place, carying ſheepe & ſbeepe- Pom.1571, 

— with 05 and — — bk OE it Anne E. 

ouerthrem Kingſton Chappell, and changed 

Tillage into Paſture. Yowſoeuer ſome 

f here will giue their naturall cauſes, oz 

make no account hereof ; here was 

plainely the hand of God, and his er- 

traoꝛdinarp wozking foz our learning: 

this thing chaunced not in vaine. And 

the like ſtrange alteration vpon the 

earth, is wꝛought by Incloſers. They 

thange aunctent and accuſtomed high 

waies, they turne Tillage into paſture, 

| they carrie ſhepe and Shopeheards 

with them. And Churches nowe in 

many places, thozough depopulation, 

map become Chappels; Jncloſers haue 

| F£ greatly diminiſhed Gods people. 

Nay, the Caterpillers which God 

ſent, not many veeres lince, on thoznes 

and hedges, which did eafe off all the 

leaues of them in ſummer, may 2 

. no 
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not ſeme fo condemne Incloſers? 
G-D D hath by many miracles con- 
demned the ſinnes of our age. As 
our couetouſneſſe / a childe that was 


. bornewith a golden tooth. And why may 


be not condemne this our couetous in- 
cloſing, and erchanging the auncient 
cuſtomes and vſes of the earth, euen by 
this miraculous and ſtrange mouing 
thereof” 


Sir Thomas Moore a great tom⸗ 


mon-wealths man, and very expert in 
the lawes of England, wzites thus of 
Incloſure. Tour ſbeepe I [ay which were 
wont to be milde and gentle, and to be fed 
with ſo ſmall coſt, now as it is reported haue 
be gun to be ſo wild & rauenous of late, that 
they eate vp euen men, and that they make 
waſte and depopulate townes. For, in what 
parts of your Realme growes finer. wooll, and 
therefore of better price, there Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, yea and ſome Abbors (holy men 
1 aſſure jau) not being content with the 
yearely rents and commodities, which were 
wort to be payed out of farmes onto their 
anceſtors, and not content , thempſelues to 


line idlely aud pleaſantly, and to doc no good 
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to the common wealth, wnleſſe alſo that they 
ſhould hinder and hurt « ; that they may 
leaue nothing but reape all commodities 
into their owne hands : They incloſe all 
their paſtures, they pull downe hotſet, they 
ouerthrom townes, leauing the Church onely 
for to croowe vp their ſheepe in. And as 
though your forreſts and parkes had not 
ſpoyled ground enough among ſt you, theſe 
holy men turne into a wilderncs all —_ 
houſes, and whatſoener heretofore hat 
beene tilled. And therefore one inſatiable 
giutton and moi peftilent plague to his 
Conntrey, iometh fields together, that he 
incloſe within one hedge ſome thou- 
ſand acres. The husbandmen are either 
thruſt out of their inheritances, or elſe be- 
ing' by craft beguiled, or by force oppreſſed, 
or wed of them, or elſe wearied with 
iniuries and compelled to ſell them. There- 
fore howſoener theſe wretches doe flit, 
men, women, hu:bands, wines, blinde men, 
and widowes, fathers with their young 
children, with a greater, than a rich family 
( for husbandrie ſtands in neede of many) 
they flit I ſay from their khnowne and ac- 
cuſtomed dwellings, and they can finde no 
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place where to put in their heades; They 
ſell al their ſtuſfe when as they muſt needes 
be thruſt aut, (which is not worth much if 
that they could tarry and get a good chap- 
man for it) they ſell it I ſay almoſt for no- 
thing. And when as by wandring a while 
they haue ſpent that, what muſt they needs 
das then, but either ſteale, and iuſtly be hang- 
ed for their labours, or elſe wander vp and: 
downe and begge, and then alſo are caſt into 
priſon as vagrant perſons, ſeeing no man 
will ſet them a works ," when as they doe 
maſt willingly offer their ſernices ? For now 
there is nothing to be done about husbanarie, 
wherein they haue beene brought vp all their 
lines, when as there is nothing ſowen. For | 
nom one Sheepeheard, and ane Neat-heard 
& ſuſficient to looks to that ground with cat- 
tell, to the tillage whereof, that it might 
beare corne, many mens hands and labour: 
were required, And by thu meanes it com- 
meth to paſſe, that in many places Carne 
waxeth very deare. 7 

We may note here firſt, how that 
Sir Thomas More, being a Papiſt, pet 
touched this ſinne, enen in Abbots, and 
that in the darkenes al Poperie: — 
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| ſhall not we condemne it in the light 


of the Goſpell ? Secondlp, he afficmes 
that it makes beggers, and that it 
makes thæues, and cauſeth a dearth 


ok cozne in our land, nay, it pulleth 


downe Townes. If in his daies it 
wꝛought theſe miſchiefes, when as it 
began buf to (et in fote into this Como 
mon-wealth: what bath it done ſince, 
which bath growne to the very heart 
thereof 2 nay, what will it doe in the 
ende, if it pzocede as it hath begun, if 
ſome ſtay and remgdie be not had? It 
will no doubt begger and quite decay 
the Common-wealth of England. Yow 


' many farmes now, ſtand emptie ſince 


Incloſers began; oz onelp with ſome 
ſeruants in them; which dare giue no- 
thing not knowing their maiſters plea⸗ 
ſure ? ſo hoſpitalitie is quite thereby 
decaped. Dow many pie men lacke 
wozke,as thꝛeſhers; and phꝛe women, 
as ſpinners; and doe complaine foz 
lacke of their accuſfomed woꝛkes? and 
how many poꝛe mens childzen are in- 
fozced to begge oz elſe line idelp, which 


rd where tillage was main⸗ 
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fained were taken into ſeruite, to d2ine 
the plough, oꝛ to kepe catte!l, e thereby 
in time grew to be god members in the 
Common- wealth, which Incloſerg need 
not. 


Q. 


The ſeaventh reaſon ; This Incloſure 

. with depopulation is a fin whereof 

God ſhall make ſpeciall inquirie at 
the day of iudgement. 


F T is wꝛitten in the boke of Genrſts, 
that the earth was full of crueltie, and 
that that was the p2incipallcauſe of the 
dꝛowning thereof; and it is to be feared 
that this ſhall be the cauſe of the bur⸗ 
ning thereof: as appeareth in the 25. of 
Math. verſe 42.43. | 
The P2ophet Dauid thus manifeſt 
ly pꝛopheſieth of Chꝛiſts comming to 
iudgement. The Lord ſhall ariſe, and 
haue mercie vpon Hen, for theappoin- 
ted time is come; for all thy ſeruants 
haue great pleaſure in her ſtones, and 
it piticth them to ſec her in the duſt. 
And all nations ſhall feare thy name O 
Lord, and all the kingdomes of the _ 
- . tny 
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thy glorie ; for the Lord doth builde 
Hon and he will be ſeene in his glorie. 
He bath had reſpect vnto the prayer of 


( FHlangareger) as it is in the Hebꝛew; 


that is, of, the poore afflicted; and he 


hath not deſpiſed their ſupplication. This 


ſhall be written (Ledhor acharon) for the 
laſt generation of the world. And the 
people created ſhall praiſe the Lord. 
Here we may marke firſt, that this 
Pſalm: p2opheſies of our daies, and 
that this leſſon concernes vs. The 
time is now come for God to ariſe to 
iudgement, and to haue mercie vpon 
Hyon. And then, is it not w2itten fo2 vs 
that line in the ende of the mozld + Dh 
that we would marke it! The leſſon 
is this; that all Gods ſeruants rather 


delight in the ſtones of Syon, that is, reſo. 


in the Loꝛds ſhepe and faithfull ſer- 
uants, moze than in their flockes of 
ſhepe , oz in their bꝛaue walles and 
high Towꝛes; and it pitieth them to ſee 
theſe ſtones troden vnder foote and lye 
in the duſt, and to be made no account 
off: And that in the Sun; ſhine of the 
Golpell, when all 8 ſhall feare 

2 the 
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the name of theEord, and all the Kings 
of the earth his glory, by the preaching 
of his word. But God doth build Son, 
and will be ſeene in his glorie. There 
be ſome as ſhould ſceme that have pul⸗ 
led dewne Syon, and Gods Church, 
and theſe his ſfones : But God him- 
ſelfe will build it vp againe (ſaith the 
Pꝛophet) and will be ſeene in his glory, 
Let all depopulato2s of townes them- 
ſelues build vp the Lozds Syon and 
farmes againe, leaſt if that they ſuffer 
God to build them, when as he comes 
in his glorie, that his building be tw 
coffly fo2 them, and coſt them not ſome 
hundzeth pounds of money, which 
now perchance they are loch to dil⸗ 
burſe, but the damnation ok their ſoules. 
For God hath a regard vnto the prayer 
(Hangaregar) that is, of the poore afflic- 
ted that is trampled vnder fote and 
made no account of, but is as a bzome, 
(as that woꝛd ſignifieth) and hath not 
deſpiſed their ſupplications. The iuſt 
men ſhould forth m Gods houſe like 
to Palme trees: and we haue made them 
tike bzome, euen beſomes to _ 
an 
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and make cleane our houſes. And doe 
we thinke, that God will not reuenge 
this ? Who ſees not ſuch bzomes almoſt 
in euery place, that is, many god 
farmes pulled downe, and lye in the 
duſt, to ſweepe and beutfifie, and build, 
anew-bzane and ſfately houſe ? Let all 
ſuch as make the Lords Palmes, their 
b:ome beſomes to [wepe their houſes 
ith all, take be&de : at the day ofiudge- 
nt, God ſhall ſearch out diligently 
fo2 all ſuch, and without ſpeedy repen⸗ 
fance and planting his palmes againe 
ſhall caſt them into hell. Thi 4 writ- 
ten for the laſt generation as Arias Mon- 
tanus tranſlates it: and doth is not con- 
cerne vs? | 
And a people { Nicrah) created,ſhall 
p2aiſe the Lo2d. This word Nicrah allo, 
that is, a people created, doth moſt ma- 
nifely poztray out vnto vs our dates. 
The Church: of God was not ſeene, 


was as no body, was in the wildernes : Apoc.12. 


and now God hath as it were created 14. 
it againe, and bzought it info light: and 
this people ſhall praiſe the Lord. Nay, 
to confound err Gods people 

3 are 


Ephe. z. 10. 


Gen, 2. 2. 


Iohn. 3. 3. 
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are created againe fo god wozks : there 
is no naturall faculties remaining in 
them to doe god as the Papiſts teach. 
The people created ſhall praiſe the Lord. 
God ceaſed his creation of natural things 
the ſeauenth day as we reade in Gene⸗ 
ſis. And therefoze the Pꝛophet Dauid 
no doubt meanes another ſpirituall 
creation and the regeneration of our 
Soules: And to this place(fo2 all Serip⸗ 
ture hath a moſt pleaſant and ſweete har- 
monie in it ſelfe (if any one doe marke 
it) doth Saint Paul allude, when as he 
faith we are created in Ieſus Chriſt to 
good works. 

And Eſay alſo pzopheſieth in the ende 
of the world of ſuch couetous wozlds- 
lings. The earth alſo ſaith he, play- 
eth the hypocrite, becauſe of the inha- 
bitants thereof, for they haue tranſgreſſed 
the lawes, they haue changed the or- 
dinances, and cuſtomes, and they haue 
broken the euerlaſting couenant: here 
is plaineip ſet downe, why the earth 


doth not now of late, vtelde her accu- 
ſcomed increaſe : Becanſe the inhabi⸗ 


tantes thereof, haue changed the ordi- 
nance 
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nances of their Anceſtors and haue bro Eccl. 13. 16. 
ken the law of nature in not louing their 
like: nap, the euerlaſting couenant of 
God, in not louing their brethren, as Loh. 13. 36. 
Ieſus Chriit our moſt bleſſed Sauiour — 
hath loued vs. | 4 
But if that Incloſers will here at⸗ 
tribute the barrenneſle of the earth to 
other cauſes : pet let them marke what 
goeth befoze. Nehala(ſaith the Pzophet) 5 , af 
the Lord will make emptie the earth 
(Babel) and hce will vnhedge and vn- 
wall it. The nature of which word, 
Mercerus declareth vnto vs thus. ide - Mercer. is 
tur ex locis in quibus inuenitur, ſignificare lex. Pagn. 
aiſſipare ſeu effringere quod clauſum & 
munitum erat, vt omnium miurys pateat : 
It ſeemes by the places wherein it is 
found, to ſigniſie to diſperſe and breake 
vp that which was incloſed and fenced, 
that it may now lie open to the iniuries 
of all things. | 
And doth not this moſt manifeſtly 
touch Jncloſers and their hedges * Nay 
Eſay addeth ( Vangiuas Paneha) he ſhall 
make croked her face: No doubt that 9 
was ſtraight beloze. Foz (gau) ſigni⸗ 
G4 fies 
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fies to peruert or make 4 ſtram hi thing 
ſeeme croobed. Aud may not this note 
alſo their ſtraight chaine lines dꝛawen 
onthefaceof the earth? Foz otherwiſe 
the face of the carth cannot be made 
croked. 

And that the 24. Chapter of Eſay con- 
cernes vs that liue in the ende of the 
woꝛld, and not the Jewes onelp but as 
types ot vs, theſe circumſtantes may 
ſeme to pꝛoue. Firſt becauſe the P20- 
phet ſpeaketh ofthe earth, and not of the 
land of Jew2p.Mhen, that he ſaith, that 
the earth ſhall deceive the expectation 
of the Tillers thereof, which J thinke 
was neuer mo2e truely verified, than 
now in our dates. Then alſo becauſe 
the P2ophet teacheth, That they ſhall 
breake in thoſe daies the everlaſting co- 
uenant of God made to vs in Jeſus 
Chailt ; which couenant wee haue bzo« 
ken, in not obſeruing Chriſtian charitie, 
which is the onely lawe thereof. Nay 
beſides all theſe, the Pz — 
The Lord God of Iſraell ſhall be praiſed 
in the Iiles ofthe ſea. And againe, From 
the vttermoſt parts of the earth, —_ 

car 
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heard praiſes, euen glory to that iuſt. 
And whois that iuſt, but Jeſus Chriſt? 
whom Steuen alſo honoureth with that Ad 7.52. 
title, and by that name deſcribes vnto 
vs. The P2ophet alſo ſaith, That the 
earth ſhall reele too and fro like a drun- 
ken man. And what is this elſe, but that 
which Saint Luke teacheth vs, That Luc. 21. 25 
in theende of the world menſhall beat 
their wits ends, not knowing what ſhall 
come to paſſe in the world? Andlaſtly, 
The bluſhing of the Sunne and Moone, 
when the Lord of hoſts ſhall raigne in 
Sion, and in Ieruſalem, and glory ſhall 
be before his Auncients : what doe all 
theſe meane, but the comming of the 
true Sunne to iudgement* And the glo- NI. 4. 2. 
rie of the newe Moone, that is of the 
Church triumphant, at whoſe pꝛeſence, 
dur Sunne and Moone ſhall bluſh © And yy, 25. 25 
what meanes ths raigning of God in 
Sion, and in Ieruſalem, but that we all, 
both Jewes and Gentiles ſhall be one Ich. 10.16. 
ſheepefald vnder one ſhepheard Icſus 
Chriſt? And glory before his ancients, 
which they ſhall euer ſee : what is it 
elle, but efernall glozy ? 2 
Sibylla 
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Sibylla alſoſemes herein to agree with i 
the Pꝛophet Eſay, and fo point at our 
hedges now in the ende of the wozld 
who ſpeaking of the dap of iudgement, 
and of the daies befoze it, wzites thus: 


Tait I io ma noev rein & were y als 
Sibyll. Orac. Oud\ ace words 75 era of oer. 


lib. 8. 
In Englich thus, f 
The earth ſhall be equally common to 
all, without any walles or hedges. 
Neither being diuided , then, (that 
is, in the daies beloze the rn 
ſhall it yeelde more fruits. 


Toth not the plainelp he&re name 
hedges? pea, and that which 'Jncloſers 
doe hope fo2, that the ground fo incloſed 4 
thall not peeld moze fruits? 11 

Sibylla alſo pꝛopheſies moſt trulp of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and of his Croſſe, and 
of his comming to iudgement, in thoſe 

her moſt famous Acroſtick verſes, 
which he made concerning him, as no 
man can deny : and doe we thinke that 
the reſt of her p2opheſies , eſpecially {| 
Nor remnant of thole her Acroſficks, 
concer- 
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concerning the ſtate of the wozld befoze 
the day of iudgement. not to be as true? 
In thoſe her verſes ofthe condition and 
ſtate of the wozid befoze that dap, ſhe 
wꝛites thus: 

Idpager 5 XN xeigews ontec oy or dcr. 
In Englich thus: 
en as the earth in ſwearing, ſhall 
be a ſigne of the iudgement, &c. 


And here firſt let vs marke that ſhe 
ſaith, that the earth by ſmeating, ſhall giue 
a token of the iudgement. Let couetous 
Landlozds and Incloſers, which ouer⸗ 
burthen their tenants. take heede, that 
they be nat the cauſes of this her ſwea⸗ 
ting; fo2 otherwiſe, the earth p2operly 
cannot be ſaid, to [weateof her own na⸗ 
ture. being ol conſtitution the daielf. ele- 
ment; nay dzier than an dogge, which 
as both Philoſophie and experience 
teacheth, doth neuer ſweate. And after 


ſhe pꝛopheũeth thus: 
Xipe & ini 207% 1002405 GALS, N d:xgu N- 
In Engliſh thu: 
All the whole world ſhall be vntilled, 
and ſhall be turned into a briar or thorne. 
And 
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And may not here the firſt wozve, 
pos, vuntilled, ſeme to touch Incloſers 
that will not till the earth? 

And ſecondly, whereas ſhe ſaith, 7 hat 
the world ſhall be a Thorne or Briar, as 
Caſtalio tranſlates it: doth ſhe not 
plainely ſigniſie men, who ſhall be⸗ 
come like to thoꝛnes and bztars, which 
ſhall pꝛicke mens handes that deale 
with them, and ſhall catch vnto them- 
ſelues all that they can get, and ſhall 
euen pul mens coates from their backs? 
Foz as concerning materiall bziars and 
tho2nes, the wozld was neuer foclean- 
fed of themas at this day; which ene- 
ry man ts carefult to rote vp foz hur- 
ting their thape. But thoſe other ſpt- 
rituall bzjars which Sibylla meaneth, 
Kale in many places very plenti⸗ 

lie. But let alt ſuch bziars take 
have, that they be not burned in hell 


* to let Sibylla paſſe , doth not 
our Saniour himſelfe pꝛopheſie of the 
daies of the ſonne of man, befo2e the 
ende of the wozld? And doth he not 
plainely teach vs, Thar they ſhall - 

Cc 
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| like the daies of Noah, and of Lot, be- 
[fore the deſtruction of the olde world, Luc.17. 26. 
and the burning of Sodome? How that 

they ſhall eate and drinke, and marry, 

and build, and plant in thoſe daies? and 

the wo2d v r, which Saint Mathew 

vleth , teacheth vs; that not the vſe, Mat. 24.38. 
but the extraoꝛdinarp abuſe of all theſe 

things is here lgnified. And thoſe 
Wd2ds, x7' rv, which . Luke vſeth, Luc. 15.30. 
plainely pꝛoue that acco2ding to theſe | 
particulars,and not a generall ſecuritie 

onely (as ſome would faine haue it) is 

meant by all thefe. And are not our 

| hedges now extraozdinary? ow lined 

all our Anceftozs without them: 


* And our Sauiour in thts his doc- 
| trine, may ſerme to agr& with the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Ioell;who of the day ofiudgement, Ioel a. 3. 
and of the eſtate of the wozld at that 
day moſt manifeſtly pꝛopheſieth thus. 
| Theearrhſhall be as the garden of Eden 
before him, but behinde him it ſhall be 
| a deſolate wildernes. What doth this 
garden fignifie, but that the earth then 
| Hall haue great coſt beſtowed vpon 
| her; and ſhallbe hedged in as we bi 


—— 
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to doe our gardens. If the Lo2d when he 
comes ſhall deſtroy the garden, let the 
gardiners take hede ; fo2 their deſtruc⸗ 
tion ſhall be without all doubt the grea⸗ 
ter. Let them willingly thzowe open 
their gardens and cloſes againe, that 
God doe not thꝛow them into hell. 

And that this pꝛopheſie of Ioel con- 
cerncs vs g our daies, and not onely the 
comming of the Aſſirians againſt the 
Jewes. Firſt, that comandement in the 
firſt verſe of this ſecond chapter ſeemeth 
very euidentip to pzoue, where the P20- 
phet ſaith, Blow vp the trumpet in Syor. 
Syon is taken viſually foz Chꝛiſts church 
as we reade.E1a.2.v.3. Pl. 87.2. And the 
frumpet ſigniſies the pꝛeaching of the 
Goſlpel,as appeareth by thoſe ſeue An- 
gels which did blow their trumpets from 
Jeſus Chailts aſcenſion to his comming 
to iudgement. No doubt as Syon is not 
bare to be ment literally : fo neither 
the trumpets. But that which Joel 
here ſaith, Blow vp the trumpet in Syn 
for the day ot the Lord is at hand, is all 
one with that which our Samiour ſaith 


in the Goſpell, The Goſpell ſhall be 
preached 
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preached, and then ſhall the ende come. 
Nay, Saint Peter in the Acts applieth 


ſome part of Ioels pꝛopheſie to Chailts Ag. 17. 


firſt comming, as the ſending downe 
of the holy Ghoſt vpon the Apoſtles; t 
ſome part thereof to the dap of iudge⸗ 
ment, when as the Sunne ſhallbe. dark- 
ned and the Moone turned to blood. 
And ſhall we ſay, that this pꝛopbeſie 
concernes not vs? Nay we in cur faſts 


apply the turning to the Lo2d with fas oel. 2.12. 


Ming 4 weping vnto our daies, which 
is as as it were the medicine: And ſhall 
we not apply the ſinne and ſoze which 
Ioel there toucheth, and that gar den of 
Eden alſo to cur daies © Nay, Sainf 


Paul telleth vs plainely that all things c 
chanced to the [ewes typically, and are = t. u 


written for our learning, on whom the 
ends of the world are come. And will 
any man ſay then, that this pꝛopheſie 
of loel concernes vs not: Shall we not 
learne ſomething thereby? And alſo the 
ſame reaſon may be alleaged concerning 
the 13. Chap. of Eſay, which hereaſter 

A alſo alleage. 
* pere let all the Loꝛds watch 
men 
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Hebg.13. men giue theſe Jncloſers and garde 


ners warning befoze, while ir is called 
ro day, feaſt they repent fo late wich 
Ae 24- Diues in hell. Wo their blod ſhall be 
<c3-14- vpon their owne heads,fo2 ſurely Gods 
Toh.14.6. word is truth. And as the land ſhall be 
moſt aſſuredlp a garden befo2e the face 
ofthe 102d at that day, ſo there ſhall be 
ſome gardiners. 
The Golpell alſo condemnes this 
Mar.24. 12, Jncloſure. Dur Sauiour pꝛopheſieth, 
that in the ende ol the woꝛld, the charitie 
of many ſhall waxe colde, which argu 
eth a pꝛecedent heate. And may not 
theſe Jacloſers fulfill this pꝛopheſie, 
who haue ſome charitie in them; but 
Gal.5.s. Not the charitie of their anceſtozs 2 But 
he that continues ro the ende in the faith 
of the Goſpell working through feruent 
and Chriſtian charitie (ſuch charitie as 
2.loh. 4 Chziſthimlelfe hewed towards vs and 


Job, r3.34. Ale commanded) he ſhall be ſaved, ſaith + 


our Mauiour, and none elſe. Therefoze 
let Jncloſers take herde which haue not 
this charitie 


c. Maint Paul alſo p;ophefieth thus of 
the latter times; that „ 
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of two Siſters, :' 


F thalbewis 222enmd;thatis, dogged rien 
3 ſoʒ as Gellius notes, ems, 1 referred to Gellius lib, 


the moſt heene and fierce nature f dogges : 


as a thing moſt certaine. And doth not 


| this touth Incloſers, who catch and 


fnatch all they can from their bzethzen 
loꝛ their olone luere ſaue?? 

But although this had beene enough 
fo haue detlared them vnto vs vet that 
which followes paints them vnto vs 
linely : fo2 many ſhall be (ſaith S aint 


Paul) pinawne 4 pradpeyr, that is, /oners 
| of themſeluts , and lauert of money. By 
what two marks, could he haue expꝛeſ⸗ 
ſed Incloſers moze manifeſtiy:? theſe 
two loues raignes in them, but the loue 
| of their bzethzen is quite baniſhed out 
ol their harts. Nay,theſe Jncloſers are 
(as it ſollowes alſo in the Apoſtle) diſo- 
bedient to their parents: in notobeying 


after their deaths, their tharitable cus 


| Komes which they tommaunded, aud 
in their lines obſerued. So. did not the 
Rechabites. 


The Apoſtie Saint Peter ofthevay , pet.. y. 


of indgement waitoth thus The en 
H all 


4. cap. 15. 


And he willeth Timothie to know this, 2. Tit. 3. r. 


ler. 35. c. 


| 
i 
Il 
1 
lit 
1 
19 


The humble Petition 
all things is at hand, be yeetherefore ſo- 
ber,an pray;(not on the day time only, 
Luc 6: but enen with our bleſſed Samour in 
1. Pet i 8. the night) but aboue all things haue fer- 
vent loue among you; for Chriſtian cha- 
ricie ( as an effec of faith ) ſhall couet a 
multitude of ſinnes. Foz the faithful and 
Mar.25.34, Mercifull mens innes are covered and 
35-35 nat mentioned, as appeareth iu the Sol- 
pel. But to goe on With our Apoſtie et 
euery man as he hath receiued the gift, 
1. Bet. 4 10. ſo miniſter the ſame as good Stewards 
of the manyfold graces of God. Why 
ſhould Saint Pecerheremakemention 
of Stcwards bot that as hem , 
he did. ſozeſe in the ſpirit, that @me at 
the ende of the ard, auld lo:get 
theinlelnes to be Rewards ; and deals | 
here with tte earth. and earihie things, | 
as though they were chien Ls of 
them: whereas int Perer telleth | 
them here rey that — — 1 
Pal. 25. . That he earth i is the — and allebat 1 
cherein is. Nap, me nw pa _ 
kan Ponark confolſeth, tha 2 9 
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tearne this leſſon, 


| deale like dc wars, and not likeLozds, 


; he ſhall 


| th ( . her nners but theſe 
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of rwoSifſterg; - 


God of heaven hath” giuen him all the Eſd. 1.2. 


h. as to a frer · hol⸗ 
all Landlozds 
dremember it wel, 


againd the the day of Judgement; and 


kingdomesof the 
der, 02 Steward. 


with Gods people. God no doubt ſhall 
make enquirie at that day how they 


| hanedealtwiththem. 


But to conclude that of this inne of 


3 depopulation of townes; ſhall be eſpe- 
[1 — 4 made af the day of indge- 


1 5 P2ophet Eſay ſpeaking of that 513-9. 
| day wzitesthus:Be 


hold the day ofthe 
Lord commeth , cruell with wrath and 
r, to laythecarth waſte. And 
her fi aners out of her; 
meane by 


in lone 
Sod, Iwill 
ud to 


The humble Petition 
cious than fitie gold, euen a man aboue 
the wedge ofthe gold of Ophir. There 
tall be ſome at that day of indgement, 
as appeareth by this place, that thall 
make no attount of men, which ſhal ve- 
populate townes. God telleth ali ſuch, 
that he will make a man, euen one man 
(whereas they haue thought it a light 
matter, to depopulate townes and to 
rote out many men) moe paetious, 


their woll money to a wedge of gold? 
One man is moze woꝛth than a wedge 
of gold, much moꝛe then, than all their 
og ear att himſelfe hath ſpo⸗ 

n it. 2 574 3 


- * 


' Wherefoze if Incloſers and depopu⸗ 
latozsof townes, meane to ve ſaued at 
ly caſt open their cloſes againe, and ree⸗ 
difie the farmes; they haus decayed; Jt 
makes no matter fo: thechargeofhed- | 


ging (which they ſhall loſs) that des 
haue beene at. And let them baniſh their 


chepe out ol their padures, nd ler them | 
fill the Lozds'fownes and ſheepofolds, /| 


eedi⸗ 


with his ſnheepe againe, and that ſp 
Regt Er, P, | 
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oftwo Siſters. 
ty; leaſt the Lon tomming ku Judge⸗ 
ment doe cotidemne them, as cruell and 


couetous tyrants. nd let them nom pꝛe⸗ 


ferre euen one man, 'befoze a wedge of 
golo, leaſt hereafter God doe teach them 
this teffon-in hell, when it ſhall be to 
latefoz them to learne. MAINE 

And here Imoſthumbly deſire in the 


Lozd; that all Gods childzen would be- 


ware, that they be nat giltie of that woe 
which Eſay pzoctaimeth. Woe to them 
that ſpeake good of euill, and euill of 
you which put darknes for light, and 

ight for darknefle, that put bitter for 
ſweete, and ſweete fot᷑ bitter. And that all 
Gods faifhfull ſeruants, would remoue 


that great ſinne larre from them, which 


Jeremy layed to the charge of the Iewes : 
that they would not. bead their tongues 
like bowes, to maintaine lies : but that 
they would (that which Saint Iames 
teacheth them) lay a part all filthineſſe, 
and ſuperfluitie of wickedneſſe: that is, 
that they would not ſinne, when they 


neꝛde not ſinne. But that they would 


receiue with meekeneſſe the word that is 


grafted inthem which is able to ſaue their 


ſoules. 
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Eſa. 5. a0. 


Ier.9. 3. 


Iam. 1. af. 


